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XXI.-Notes take?z during tz Journey through Part of Xorthern 
Arabia, ilz 1848. BY Dr. GEORGE AUG. WALLIN, of Finland.* 

(Read April 22, 1850.) 

[Dr. WVallin's orthography of Arabie words, as oSering some faei- 
lities for marking the distinetive sounds peeuliar to eertain letters 
an(l terminal syllables ill the Arabie, has been retained in the 
transeription of sueh wolds throughout thispapel, and that usually 
adopted by the Society is added for each word iri braekets. This has 
been doile at tlle request of the Publieation Committee. It will be 
seen that Dr. Wallin is enabled very stleeessftllly to indieate the dis- 
tinction in the pronulleiation of all the letters, and of the terminating 
syllable of words ending with a silent tei, aeeordinO as it is to be sounded 
, or e, whieh letters are to be pronoulleed nearly as in Italian, or a 
little broader than in Freneh, with an aeute aeeent; and also of 
a terminal yei, preeeded by fath, by a, whiell is to be pronouneed light, 
and tllou,:,h broader, yet Inore open tharl the preeedinga. This a 
and a are again distirlguished from the hamza, which frequent]y ter- 
ninates words, and which Dr. NVallin had expressed by its own 
mark, but whieh is here indieated by a. The sound of harnza 
(whiell is a symbol for alif, when it occurs, in the grammatieal eon- 
struetion of a word, witll the filnetion of a eonsonant), is like the 
initial part of the sound of a in father, but without the filll intona- 
tion being eontinued, jst as if a person should begin to sound the a, 
as it is to be sounded in father, and then stop the voeal effiort by 
eompressing the larynx, so as to produee a sort of eateh ill the 
throat. Ttjis initial sourld is sometimes earried on, but always so as 
to distinc,uish it, by continuing the breathing after the eateh illtO 

the sourld of the vowel whieh sueeeeds hamza. A person who has 
been aeeustomed to hear Arabie spoken will not fail to appreeiate 
the ready elue whieh Dr. AVallin's system aSords to these alld other 
shades of differenee with whieh the Arabie orthoepy abounds. It isS 
of eourse, impossible to eonvey to a person who has no praetieal idea 
from experienee of the peeuliar voeal seheme of a language a eorreet 
idea of its pronuneiation in the letters of another language. The let- 
ters of one langua^,e in order to express sounds of another must have 
a ne^v conventional value first assigne(1 to them, suitable to the new 
language they are to be used for; and all the systems of transerip- 
tion hitherto proposed, when it has been left to the student or tra- 
veller llirllself to make out the seheme of pronunciation, by putting 
his own vernaelllar value UpOIl the letters used, have utterly failed. 
Analytieally, for literary purposes olsly, it may be all very well; 
the letters of the alphabet of one language or of another maythen 
be eonstituted symbols for the same thing; but half tile genitls of 
language is in sound; and it must be satisfaetory to all who take 
an interest in the ethnologieal aspects under whieh language presents 
itself, to acquire a eorreet knowledge of its living oral form, as 

* The notes to this paper, marked W., are by the author; those marked R. by 
the Rev. G. Ch. Renouatd; and those matked A. I y Mr. F. Ayrton. 
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6poken, as; Mrell as of its silent symbols of \ ords, as xzritten; but 
avIloever will be at the trouble of askincr a Frenchman who does not 
know English to read English, or a native of Egypt or of Turkey 
to read English written in tlle Arabic character, will be eonvineed of 
the justness of the preeeding observations. Wret in some works, 
where orthoepy as well as correet orthography in transcription is 
aimed at, we are told that the consonants in Arabic, with two or 
three exceptions, have exaetly the same sound as in English, e. g., 
in ' Sailing Direetions for the Red Sea, 1841U' p. 224. 'the reserse 
of this proposition is exactly true. This book has, of eourse, speeial 
reference to tlle names of the Arabian ports in the Red Sea, and it 
was important to enable navigators and travellers to eall them 
rightly. It is stated in the scheme of pronunciation, p. 225, that 
the sa(1, dhad, and ta are merely to be considered as ss, dd, and tt; 
s, d, and t standirlg as the representatives of sln, clal, and ta, respee- 
tively. The two sets of sounds are quite distinct with the Arabs, 
althouU,h they may be eonfounded by the Turks and Persians. Sin, 
dal, and ta, are pronounced on the palate, elose to the teeth, while 
their kindred eerebrals sad, &e., are pronouneed quite at tlle baek of 
the palate; and the differenee in rnany cases is very marked in pro- 
nuneiatioll. (See on these points and on the hartlza, the Grammars 
of Caussin de Pereeval, Paris, 1833; and of Herbin, Paris, 1803; 
of Lee, and of De Saey.) Generally spealiinffl, so great is the eon- 
filsion and ineonvenienee, for purposes of eritieal refierenee, of a 
mere roman transeription of eastern names and words, that althollgh 
that mode of transcription alone, froIn want of typographical fa- 
cilities, finds a plaee here, geographieal travellers eannot be too 
sedulous and attentive in procuring of all sueh names and words as 
they may have to reeord, the right and vernaeular transeript in the 
eharaeters of the language to whieh they belong,. 

Dr. Wallin's system is as follows. For the Soeiety's +ol. vi. 
p. 51 (1836), may be referred too- 

Taking the usual order of the AWrabie alphabet,-A, B, T, Th, 
GJ H Wh, 1!), Dh, R, Z, S, Sh, S, D, T, l?h, ', Gh, Fn Kn K7 
L, M, N, W, HN Y. 

a-hamza. 
a alif with madde; or alifpreeeded by fath. 
a-yei preceded by fath. 
a or e heig or silent tei; preeeded by fath in the feminine termi- 

nation; if the tei is to be pronouneed, the sign ' is preserved, 
in order to distinguish it from tez, the third letter of the 
alphabet. 

aw waw preeeded by fath; and whieh may be pronouneed as 
ow in crow(l, aeeording to the old prollunciation; or as czta in 
erawl, aeeording to the modern. (See, but qu. whether not 
rather as ow in otun ?) 

oo _ waw preeeded by dammap pronounceal exactly as oo in 
fool. 

ei -yei preceded by fath, pronouneed as z in pike, or aeeording 
to the modern pronuneiation, as ei in eight. 
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1 = yei preceded by kisr, pronounced as i in nlachine. 
y _ yei with shadda' i. e. doubled. 
a anlS e - fath. 
u = dammA, pronollnced as u in put. 
i - kisr, pronounced as i in miss; bllt _ y as in yet, if pre- 

ceded by another i, or by an a, or if followed by an a or 
all a]-Ae 

I LEFT Wahira (Kahirah) towards the close of the year 1847, 
and following the road which leads a little above the town of 
Suweis * (Suweis), across the tidal flats $ at the extreme hea(l of 
the Gulf of Suweis, and thence alont the western shore of the 
Slna (Slna) peninsula, after a journey of 8 days I arrived at al- 
Toor (Tur). As al-Toor (Tur) is a port at wllich vessels llavi- 
gatint, this gulf of the Red Sea seldom fail to touch, I had cal- 
culated upon readily procuring a passage across from it to some 
point on the neighbouring coast of Arabia gt but it happened to 
be the period of return of the Egyptian hagg t (hajj) from Mekka 
(Mekkah), and I found, in consequence, that any of the usual 
trading vessels between Egypt and al-Hig;iz (Hijaz) which would 
arrive at al>Toor (Tur) were expected from the south, and that 
several weeks might elapse before one would leave Suweis bound 
for the Arabian coast; I therefore determined, after some riays' 
fruitless stay in al-Toor (Tvir), to proceed by land along the 
southern shore of the peninsula, as ir abs al-Sharm, between 
which place and Arabia I had been assured by the Bedouins of 
the lleighbourhood of al-Toor that there was a constant communi- 
cation by sea. -I reached al-Siharm in 21 days, and was therl told 
by the fishermen living there that the Egyptian pilgrim-karawan 
having been reported to have reached AIuweilah on its way home, 
all the boats belonging to the Bedooins of this coast were on that 
side of the gulf, excepting one expecte(l from the Egyptian shore, 
with provisions for the pilgrims. Towards millnit,ht-this boat 
came in; but its master, being afraid of reaching Muweilah too 
late for the karawin, landed here for a few minutes only, and 
continued hi,s voyage without my hearing of his arrival before the 
following morning. 'rhus, again disappointed, and not feeling 
inclined to make the long circuit of the Gulf of 'Ahaba ('Alsabah), 
I had no other alterllative than to wait for the first returning boat; 
so resiglling myself to necessity, I took up my at o(le with two 
Bedouin fishermen of the Museine (Muzeineh) Arabs, on the 

* See notes on Suweis and head of the Red 3ea at the end of the paper.-A. 
t The Slna peninsula is not considered properly a part of Arabia although a 

land of the Arabs. Niebuhr says (Description de l'Arabie. p. 344), " The Arabian 
name of the country situated towards the north of the Hegaz, between the two arms 
of the Arabian Gulf, is called, I believe, ' Barr al-l oor Sina,' the desert of Mount 
Sinai (or perhaps, more correctly, ' the land of Mount Sinai "').A. 

t Pilgrim karastin.-A. 
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open plain, without even the shelter of a house or tent. The 
Arabs here give the name of al-Sharm (in the plural al-Shuroom, 
Shurum) to the whole tract of coast extendint from Ras Mubam- 
med to a point, not very well determined, to the N. of ANTad 
Murari (5^7Vadi Murarl), nearly in the latitude of (;abal Moosa 4 
(Jebel Musa), in allusion, possibly, to the flequerlt indentations 
of the shore line, as Sharm signifies a fissure, and thence a bay or 
creek in the sea shore. In a stricter sense, they confine the use 
of the term to a small barren plain of saline crusty sand (Arab, 
Sabkh, or Sabakh, Sabakh), contiDuous to the two harboursf 
whicll chiefly mark the place. This plain is shut in to the N. 
by a low range of sandstone hills, and l)ounded on the S. by the 
rocky shore. At the foot of the hills there is a mrel] of brackish 
water. The harbours are formed by the sea shooting up through 
narrow entrances into two land-locked basins. Of these halbours 
the western affords good and safe accommodation for the larger 
class of Arab vessels, and the eastern for the smaller boats of the 
Beflouins. On the E. side of the former there is a building 
dedicated to a Muslim saint (Waly), and higher up on tlle plain, 
a solitary small stone house, in which, I was told, a man from al-Toor 
(Tur) occasionally takes up his residence for the purpose of trad- 
ing with vessels touchillg here. Nearly in the centre of the plaiX, 
between the two harbours, gronvs a solitary date-tree, under the 
scanty shade of which small parties of Bedooins or of Arab boat- 
men may he sometimes seen preparing their frugal meal, or in- 
dulging in a short repose during the noonday heat. On account 
of its fresh water, and the security of its harbours, al-Sharm is 
much frequented, and vessels usually en(leavour to make it their 
place of night-anchorage, especially when bound northxvards. 

As soon as a vessel i3 descried in the offing, one of the fisher- 
men established here carries the news to his brethren of the Mu- 
zeine (Muzeineh) tribe, who are generally encamped in the AYadi 
al 'Aat (Wadi-l-'Aat), at a distance of about 5 h. from the const. 
On rectipt of the intelligence) some of the tribe forthwith repair 
on their camels to al-Sharm, in ordela, as they say, to " go down 
and see what Go(l has sent them." Besides a small contriblltioll 
exacted from every vessel anchoring here, arld generally paid ill 
grain or rice, the Bedooins hope to find on board pilgrims or 
other passengers, who, tired of a sea voyage whicll may have 
lasted 40 or 50 days, can be induced to hire their camels and 

* According to a memorandum by Captain Molesby (whose hydrofflraphical 
labours in the Red Sea are an honour to this country) iil the traveller's book at 
the convent of Mount Sitlai, under date the 14th of Februara, 183U, the latitude of 
the summit of Mount Sitlai (Gabal Moosa) is 28^ c,i' 50" N.-A. 

t For a furtller account of these hal bollrs see " Wellsted's Observations, Journal 
l f the Royal Geographical Society," VQ}. Vi. (18.36), pw 51,-A. 
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continue the journey to Suveis (Suweis) or to Wahira (Kahireh) 
by land. The fishermen inhabiting the port are poor men, of 
Bedooin origin, who, having lost their flocks an(l camels by some 
of the various accidents to whicTl the nozzladic life exposes them, 
have been obliged to give up the desert and resort to the sea for 
subsistence. 'rhey depelld almost exclusively upon fish for their 
sustenance; and their only chances of varying their fare are when 
they are rewarded for their trip3 to Wadi-al-'Ac^lt (Wadi-l-A;-it) 

with corn or flour by their Muzeine (Muzeinah) kiTldred, or when 
they ccln exchange their fisl-l with the people of the boats visiting 
them, for bread and rice. Tlleir fishing apparatus is the hook 
and line. They manuicture their hooks themselves out of a 
nail or other scrap of iron they may happen to possess, and ob- 
tain their lines by barter from the passillD boatmen, but the 
abundance of fish in the adjacent sea, alld their own skill in 
catching them, make up in a great lneasure for their want of 
better tackle. 

Many of their nomadic brethren of the Slna (Sina) WIountains 
and of the l.leteim (Hete;im) * tribe, some families of which had 
this year passed over to the opposite *,sland of Teiran (Teiran) 
also possess boats, in which they carrv on a small trade l)etween 
the peninsula and the coasts of Arabia and Eg)Jpt; the latter 
shore they know only as the Barr-al-'Xgamt ('Agam), a name 
probably applied by the Arabs to Egypt, from their considering it 
as the land of a people not of Arabian origin) and therefore bar- 
barous as compared with themselves. Frozn the Egyptian shore 
they bring wheat and millet, dhoorti :t (dhurah), partly lor satisfy- 
inO the wants of their own twamilies, but principally for supplying 
the small towas and the Bedooins along the Arabian coast as far 
down as Al-Wegil (NVejh), beyond which they seldom pass 
southwards. 

At the season of the Egyptian karawans to and from Mekka 
(Mekkah), their trade becolnes very active in the places where the 
karawan is accustvtned to halt for the night, os for a few days; 
they then attend at such places with plovisions of all kinds, and 
take in exchange for them coffee, splces, clothing, weapons, or 
whatever else the pil^,lims lnay have to part with. It was with a 
view of profitinc by this sort of traffic that the Bedooins of the 
Peninsula had now gone over in their boats, as I have already 
mentioned, to rneet the returning karawan at Muweilah. 

Six days had I tarried here in the company of the ten Bedooin 
fishermen-some quite nakedX others in rag3 forming the whole 

* Hetym in Burekhardt. Notes on the Bedouins, sol. ii. p. 386 (14).A. 
t That is, the foreign land- 'Agam has the signification of the. Latin word 

" bazl arus,7' and in a collectin e sense '* foreigners, or whoever are not Arabs.'7-A . 
t SolghuTn saccharatllm, or stlllgare.-Tt. 
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population of Al-Sharm, when the first boat returned from the Arabian side; it belonged to a Bedooin of the Benl 'Ukba (Beni 'Ukbah), who, for some years, had been living with the Mazeine (Muzeineh) Arabs in the Sina mountains. As sootl as he landed he drew up his small bark oll the beach and began to dismantle it, with the intention of leaving it in the care of the fishermen, and going himself to visit his family in the Wadi-al-'Aat (Wa(li-l- 'Aat). After much persuasion, and the offer of a comparatively large fare, I prevailed on him to launch his boat againS and retern with me to Muweilah (Muweilah), whicll Tle had just left. WVe set sail on the same eveningS and passed the island of Teiran during the night. On the followirJg morning we were overtaken at sea by a heavy squall from the west, which compelled IlS to seek shelter under the island of Shooshwe (Shushweh), in an unsafe anchorage between coral reefs, where we remailled for some lloursS when the wind suddenly veered round to N.X.W.? and partially laid the heavy sea. AXVe then left our place of refuge and fete.hed the island of Barakan, where we paszed the night. On the fol- lowing day we continued our voyage by tlle small island of Yaboo'a ( Yabu'a) and arrived at i!Juweilah about noolJ. Muweilah is dependent upon the Egyptian government, and is one of the more important of the places on the road of the Egyptian pilgrims to Al-ES;gaz (lQijaz). Like other principal stations on the pilgrim karawan routes, it contains a castle (arab.- lsal'a) and a fesv stone houses. The castle of t?uweilah is gar- risoned by Egyptian troops and the houses are tenanted by the officers and dependents of the garrison. The remaining inha- bitants, who are small traders and members of reduced Bedooin (Bedowin) families, content themselves with temporary huts called bakkar (bakkar) pl. bakakir (bakakir) made of the branches and covered with the leaves of the date-palm. The garrison may be estimated at forty persons, and the other inhabitants at from seventy to eighty families. 
The castles on this and the Syrian pilgrim-route are nearly all similar in construction, although difFering in size, they were pro- bably built hy the Turkish Sultans for the protection and supply of the pilgrims, and to guard the wells which they generally inclose, and also to defend the inhabitants of the town around tlleir walls against the inoursions of predatory parties of Bedooins. But the spirit and boldness of the Arabs having been much repressed by the late Pashas, the Turkish government in its indolence has neglected to repair these castles, and although originally stront, and easily defensible, they are now falling rapidly into decay. 

The Bedooins, uho only resort to Murveilah as a place of longer or shorter provisional abode, and dwell in the before-mentioned 
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huts or bakaklr, or in their own tents brought with them, are 
poor individuals and families 57vhom unprosperolls circumstances 
have forced to leave, for a time, the desert, to which they generally 
return as soon as they can. A few of them, however, become so 
far attached to livin;, in a town as to settle here permanently; 
those who can command the means, then compete with the people 
of the castle, and otElers from Egypt, and with passing merchants, 
in the trade they all carry on with the Bedooins of the surrounding 
collntry, and with the nearer places on both sides of the Red Sea. 
Thus lMuweilah is of considerable importance to the neig,hbouring 
Bedooins, as being the nearest, and often the only place where 
they carl obtain their supplies in exchange for their flocks and 
milk; or, these last failing, sometimes on credit, as happened in 
the case of one of the chief clans of the Ma'aze (Ma'azeh) tribe, 
which, during my stay here, was supplied by the steward of the 
castle, on account of the Egyptian government, with rice and corn 
on credit, to the amount of ] 500 Spanish dollars. 

There is no anchorage at Muweilah, except in an insecurc 
roadstead, behind coral reefs, which are at some distance from the 
shore; and it is consequently seldom visited by larger lTe3sels than 
those sent by the Egyptian government with the provisions for the 
castle from lQoseir, and supplies generally are much dearer here 
than at al-AVegh (A;Vejh); on account of this, and from a fancied 
superiority in the hardness and quality of the Syrian grain, the 
Bedooins prefer getting their supplies from Ghazze (Gaza), if tlle 
state of warfare in the desert and the difficulty of finding pas- 
turage do not prevent theln from going so far. iVany of the 
inhabitants of Muweilah have gardens and plantations ()f date- 
trees, larger and better cultivated than those in other places alollg 
this road to Mekka (Mekkah). AVater at Muweilah, though not 
always good, is abundantly sup)lied by numerous shallow wells in 
and around the town. Springs, yieldirlg a tepid and brackish 
water, occur along the whole of this coast, at a slight depth below 
the surface of the ground, even close to the high watermark. At 
Muweilah, and, to some extent, througllout the north-western part 
of Arabia, rain tcllls at intervals from October to April. During 
the remaining months the ureather is hot and dry. 

As every villclge and town in Arabia is considered by the Arabs 
as belonging to some particular tribe, Muweilah is claimed by the 
Benl 'Ukba ('Uhbah), uTho are usually encamped in its neigh- 
bourhood; they are called the sentinels * of the place, and claim 
a right of preference to other tribes for the escort an(l conveyance 
of the pilgrims between Beda (Betla), some hours south of 
'Akabci, and l.fhoba (Dhoba), known also by the name of Blr ,Sultan, 

* Ghufara, or more correctly Khufal-<^l.-W. Protectors ?-R. 
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(Biru-l-Sultan), which two places are considered as nlarking the 

boundaries of the land of the Benl 'Ukba (Beni 'Ukbah). 
The Bedooins here, as in the other places under the Egyptian 

government, although the rightful Aral)ian inhabitants of the 

town, have no.shtare in the administration of its aSairs; while, in 

the towns on the Syrian road, their full rights have been preserved 
to them. There also, as througilout the greate?r part of Arabia, 

the primitive and time-sanctioned nomadic laws and customs of 

the desert are observed; but here the system of lslam jurispru- 
dellces is established and administered by 'rurkish officels. 

Finding no mention made of Muweileh t in the Arabic manu^ 

scripts which I have been able to consult, nor any traces or tra- 

ditions among the existing generation in the land, pointing to a 

high antiquity, I am inclined to consider it as a town of modern 
origin, owing its existence to the circumstance of its site being on 

the route of the Egyptian pilgrim karawans. 
The Benl 'Ukba pretend to have beell, in ancient times, a great 

and powerful tribe, possessing all the land from Shama (Shama) 
to Dama (Dama), the former of which names signifies the Syrian 

desert, and the latter a valley, still so called, lying betmJeen 
Dhoba and Istabl 'Antar. At tl-le commenc ement of Islam 

(Islam) they say the tribe was divide(l into two large subdivisions, 
the Musalime (tIusa]imeh) and the Beni 'Amr ('Amru), both 

derived from a common ancestor, named Ma'roof (Ma'ruf). 
Dolnestic feuds between the sheikh of the Bens, 'Amr ('Amru), 
and his wife 'Ayeifa ('Ayeifah), sister of 'Aly, the son of al-Negdl 

(Nejdi), the chief of the other clan, arose, which terminated in 

the expulsion of the Beni 'Amr (Beni Alnru) by the Musaliine 
(Musalimeh) from the neighbourhood of l!/tuweilah, and their 
being compelled to seek refuge with the LIegaia (IIejaya) tribe 

about Tafblle (Tafileh), Fith whom thea have ever since forme(l one 

tribe; but they still retain their anilnosity towards their kindred 
clan of al-Musalime (Musalimeh). Other clans and families of 

this formerly numerous tribe have passed over into the north of 

Afiica; otTlers, again, have mixed with the-E^yptia!n fellahs, till 

the Beni 'Ukba of the present day have dwindled down to about 
forty or fifty tents in the neighbourhood of Muweilah. The more 
distant and northerly parts of tile country, originally occupied by 

them, have been appropriated lJy the modern and adventitious but 

ever increasing tribe of Huweitat. 
Ill the book of al-Kalkashendy t I find the following notice given 

* See AppeIldix, p. 342.-A. 
+ Muweilah is the Phaenicum Oppidum of Ptolemy, 1. 4, c. .5 (D'Anville).-A. 

+ (Al-Kalkashendy): his book is eIltitled Nihayatu-l-ltrab fl ma'rifet kabaili-1- 

'Arab). The scope of what is necessary for a knowledge of the Arab tribes.- 

No. 7353 of the Brit. Mus. MSS. A. 



Dr. WALLIN'S Route in Nort11ern Arabia. 
301 

of this tribe: cs Benoo 'IJkba (Benu 'Ukbah) are descendants 
of Gudham of the IKahtaniye (Kahtaniyeh)." Al-Hamdany 
(Hamdani) says: " they are the sons of 'Ultba ('Ukbah), son of 
Maghrabe, son of Heram (Heram)." The author of Al-'lbar 
says: " their land extends from al-Karak to al-Azlam? in al- 
Higaz (Hijaz) and they are bound to secure the road between 
Egypt alld Me(llna (Medinah), and as far as Ghazze (Ghazzeh) 
in Syria.' The author of Al-Mesaliku-l-AbsarX says: " it is 
incuml)ent upon them to conduct the Egyptiall pilgrims from 
al-'Aliaba ('Aliabah) to Al-Oama (al-Danla)." The same author 
continues, " and of them are the Belloo Wa3il al-Ukba, iJ e. the 
children of Wasil, son of 'Ukba in al-Higaz (Hijaz).' The author 
of al-'Ibar says likewise, " and in ifrlkiya (Afrikiyah) in the 
west (al-rna.gllrib), there are (some) c)f them as well as in the 
neighbourhood of Terabloos (Terabulus, Tripoli, in Africa)." 
The same autllor mentions " the Beni Wasil (Beni Wasil), urhose 
ahodes are in Egypt, as a branch of the BeIloo 'Ukba,t son of 
Maghrabe, son of Gudhatn, of t.he Kahtaniye ;" and al Hamdani is 
reported to say, that a " part of tllem live in Aga (Aja) and Selma 
(Selma), the two mountains of Tay. The only place in which I 
met with the Benl AVasil was in al-Sharm of the Slna peninsulaS 
where two of the fishermen I have mentioned said that they 
belonged to that tribe, and used to entertain me n7vith stories of 
the former ;randeul of theils ancestors. In the mounta;zls of Tay, 
in Gabal (Jabal) Shammar, I did not happen to hear of them. 

The lalld in this part of Arabia, between the sea and the chain 
of granitic mountains which runs parallel with the coast at an 
average distance of 8 hours on foot (24 miles) from the beach, is 
known by the general name of Al-Sahil (Sahil-the shore), and, 
excepting on the mere beach, the whole is intersected by valleys 
running down from the main cllain in a south-westerly direction. 
One of the largest of t.hese valleys is named Wadl Surr (Wadl 
Surr), and extends from (;abal Shar (Jabal Shar) of the main 
range, to Muweilah. It contains a copious well from which the 
inhabitants derive their supply of drinking water. Another of 
these valleys, about 6 hours (18 miles) N. of Muveilah, is calle(l 
AWradl Tiriam (AYndi Tiryam); in ot are situated the wells known 
as al-'Uyoon (al-'Uyun-i. e. the Springs), where the pilgrims 
pass their first night af'ter leaving Muweilah, on their way to 
Egypt. To the S., between l?hobti (Dhoba) and Istabl 'Antar,: 
is Wadi Dama (XVadi Dama); and, llcarer (query to the S. of 
Istabl 'Antar?) to Wegh (X\tejh), AVadl Fera' (Wadl Ferct'), 
and AYadlAzlam. All these valleys, hoz-ever, aswell as the 
smaller olles contit,uous to the foot of the chaill, are rather opcn 

*' The warys of sight.-A. + Benl 7Ukbah.-R. 
t The stal)le of 'Antar.-R, 
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andulating plains of soft sandv than narrow, well-defined depres- 
sions, separated by distinct lines of hills. The mountain chain, 
which I have described as shutting in as-Sahil (as-Sahil) on its 

eastern side, is called, in its cour3e from opposite to al-NVegh 
(XVejh) to Wadi Lithm, a cross valley openina through the chain 
at about 8 hours (24 miles) N. of 'Akaba ('Akabah), by the 

general name of Gibal al-Shafaa (Jibalu-sa-Shefa) or Gibal al- 

Tal-lama (Jibalu-t-tahamah). Its continuation N. of Wadl Ijithm 
until it joirls the mountains of Syria, takes the name of Gibal al- 

Sheraa * (Gibalu-sh-shira). The highest peaks of the chain 

about Muweilah are Gabal Shar (Jabal Shar), already mentioned, 
and, N. of it, Umm Gudeile (Judeileh), and Gimm (Jimm), and 

Sadr, and Harb. The soil of as-Sahil is generally poor, afFording 
only a scant pasture, bllt it produces in abundance the acacias 
called Sarrlur t and Seyal.: The former yields a gum inferior in 

quality to that of al-Higaz (Hijaz), and the latter plenty of wood 

fot burning into charcoal. 'rhe BUdooins dispose of these articles 

at Muweilah, or at Suweis, and sometilnes even in Kahira 

(Kahirah). 
Besides the Benl 'Ukba (Beni 'Ukbah) Bedooins in the imme- 

diate neighbourhood of Muweilah, this land is almost everywhere 
inhabited by the Huweitat Arabs, one of the largest tribes of the 

day, and spreading from above Petra, or +'Vadi Moosa (W-adi 
Musa), along the coast to al-Wegh (Wejh), and partly into the 

mountains on the E., and occupying also many districts in Egypt. 

Thev are looked down upon by other tribes as mixed Bedooins 
sprung from fellal.s (husbandmen), not of pure noma(lic origin, 
and are held as on a par with the despised tribe of Heteim, Ilick- 

nalned Nutat-al-heit) (Nutatu-l-t.}eit) or " the Wall-climbers." 
The principal l-iuweitat clans dwelling in this land are, I)a4iliat 
(Daklkat), 'Umrat (Umrat), 'Umran, and Tallikat (Tahikat), 
-the last regarded by some as the noblest clan of the tribe, by 

others as a separate tribe and who usually rove in and about AVadi 
'ririam (BTadi'riryam), and 1lp as far as 'Aliaba ('Akabah); 
'Ubeyat ('Ubeyat), Gerafin (Jerafin), SuSeimin (Suleimin), Mus'a- 
lime (Musalimeh), 'Ureinat ('Ureinat), $ughayin (Sughayin), and 

Sharman, who frequent the districts S. of Muweilah and towards 
Istabl Antar; and Meshahir (Meshahir), andL Kol'an (Kor'an), 
who confine themselves to VVadl Azlam, at tllw base Qf Gabal 

$ I have given the orthography and pronunciation of these names as exclusively 

prevailing among the present Bedouins; but Arabian geographical writers some- 

times designate the whole of the chain by the name of al-Sharaa.-W. Also 

Sarah.-A. 
t Inga Unguis. Forskil. Flor. Arab, p. cxxiii.-C. 
+ Acacia Seyal. Cailland, Voyage a Meroe, vol. iv. p. .310, Descrip. de l'E>t. 

tom. xviii. p. 111, No. 965; Forskal F1. Arab., p. cxxiv. The wood of this tree 

affords the best kind of charcoal for fuel. A. 



Suweyid, and the di3trict about al-Wegh (Wejh). The Huseitat 
give the rlame of Reishy (Reishi) to the ancestor of their tribe, but 
in the Arab genealogies which I had an opportunity of seeing I 
could not find any notice, at least any direct notice, either of him 
or of his descendants. 

Besides the Huweitat, there is also a small tribe called al- 
Messa'ld (al-AIessa'id), who represent themselves as having 
originally come from a valley named Wadi Llf, in al-Yaman: 
they usually reside in the vicinity of Makna,* a place consistint, 
of an assemblage, as I was told, of date-tree huts (bakkar) two 
days; S. of Akaba ('AkabMl)* 

Extensive date plantationsf belonging to the Benl 'ti kba (Beni 
'Ukbah), aud other Bedooin3 of the surrounding country, are 
cllltivated at. Makna, along a stream of running water, by a tribe 
of nomadic fellahsS called al-Fawaide (Eawaydeh), who, in the 
same manner as the GabaIiye (Jabaliyeh) in the Slna mountains, 
associate themselves with the Bedooin owners of the plantations, 
and receive for their labour and care in cultivating them a certain 
proportion of the dates annually produced. At the season when 
the fruit is ripe the owners asse-mble here to gather their respective 
crops; and, as at the same time a sort of fair is going on, the 
prospect of trading and bargaining seldom fails to attract from 
remoter districts many Arabs who have no interest in the planta- 

. 

tlOllS. 
On the 20th of lVebruary, 1848, I left Mllweilah in company 1848. 

with a man of the Berli 'Ukba tribe. Our way lay over the F6b 20- 
sterile, sandy plain of the shore, nearly along the pilgrim road, for 
one hour, when we entered a flat valley bearing slight vegetation, 
called al-Kamira (Kamirah). Half an hollr afterwards low sand- 
stone hills, or rather irregular hillocks, and masses of conglomc- 
rate, such as are usually bund at the foot of a chain of mountains, 
commenced. \Ve contillued our course towards the N.E., through 
gently ascending valleys between hills of similar character, but 
somewhat darker in colourX and becoming gradually higher until 
we arrised at the tents of my guide and llis clan, after a journey 
of 6 hours from Muweilah. 

On the 21st we resumed our Journey in the coinpany of the Fel). 21. 
whole clan, the members of which had decided upon rnoving from 
the place they occupied on the previous day. Passing through 
a small valley called Weiwl (Weiwi), we entered a larger one 
the Wadl Sadr, which, formed by the accessioil of various ravines 
and smaller valleys running doun from between the peaks of the 
Tnain chain, gradually expands into an open plain along its foot. 
The ravines in the mountains are steep and rugged, but affiord 
plenty of water and contain some date-trees, which belong to the 

$ Spelt Makll'a in Captaill Moresbjs Chart of the Red Sea.-A. 
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Benl Ukba. The soil of the plain is that clean, soft sand called 
nufood (nufudh), and which an Arab never ceases to look upon 
with predilection, from its constituting, in his idea, the proper 
element of his OWll and his forefathers' land. AVadl SadrS being also 
one of the most fertile spots in as-Sahil, is a favourite dwelling- 
place with the Arabs here; aIld, as soon as we came in sight of 
its yellow plain, all the women of the clan exclaimed with evident 
delight, " God be praised that we see the nufood again." We 
crossed the plain of Sadr irl a 1V.N.E. direction, towards the peak 
of Gabal E1arb; but, as we readily accepted the friendly invitations 
proSered to us frorn the tents we continually passed on our way, 
we were a good deal delayed, and the sun had set upon us before 
we reached the mountain, after an actual time of march froln 
Weiwl of 3 hours. \ATe were welcomed with coffee and supper 
by the Huweitl branch of the aUmeirat (7Umeirat), although, 
oilly two days before, they had been plunde:red by a hostile clan 
of the Ma'aze (Ma'azeh). As is often the case, in the spring, 
;vith the poorer Bedouins in Arabia, our hosts had no tents to 
shelter us from a strong and cold S.E. wind which swept with 
violence down Gabal Harb. This wind, I was told, blows here at 
regular intervals of about seven days. It rises after sunset, and 
continues during the night, but is succeeded in the day-time by 
a southerly breeze. It is quite a local wind, seldom extending 
boyond the land at the foot of the chain, and rarely reaching 
the sea. 

1848. On the 22nd we continued our way for a short distance through 
b 22* Wadl Sadr, along the foot of Gabal Harb, the high and steep 

flank of wllich turns here at an oblique angle to the E.N.E. and 
gives rise to a wide opening through the main chain. After a 
march of 1 h. 10 m. we began to penetrate the rugged defiles of 
the interior of the chain. The first valley we entered was called 
al-Rahale (Kahaleh), and took 1 h. 20 m. to pass. Tts further 
continuation to the N.E. assllmes the name of al-Hllleika. It 
led us, after another 2h. 201n., to a defile ealled NakbX al- 
Huleika (Nakbu-l-Huleikah). In 1 h. 20 m. more we had 
passed the summit of fle defile and deseended into an openX 
eireular plain called al-Suweik;i (Suweikah). 

feb. 25. On the 2Sth we crossed the Wadl Suweikt' in wh. to a lower 
range of hills on its S.S.E. border, and entered another valley 
ealled al-AIureiha (Mureihah), which we traversed in lh. 4Sm. 
From that place a march of lh. 10rn. through a pass ealled 
lE)eikatt al-Salool (Dhaikatu-S-Sa'lul) brought us to Wadl Sa- 
wawin (Sasvawin), a more regularly defined valley sloping rapidly 
to the W.S.XV. Ollr course to-(lay had ieen invariably S.S.ED., 

* Anglice?, a mountaiIl path.A. i Anglic(, a narrow pass or strait.-A. 



but, from this place, we turned again to the N.E., and folIowing 
a difficult track along the bottom of the valley, which is much 
encumbered with huge stolles and detritus from the adjacent 
rocks, passed the night in the tents of the Tugara (Tujara) 
Bedooins of the SMa'aze (Ma'azeh) tribe. 

On the 2Gth ure continued our way for 2h. up this valley to 1848. 
its head, at Nalib al-Sawawin (Nalibu-s-Sawawin), a very steep Feb 26 
defile, which we were 1 h. in ascending. 

As the summit level we had now reached is on the ridge which 
separa.tes the valleys an(l winter torrents running towasds the 
Red Sea from those taking the opposite direction towards the 
interior of the desert, these heights form the natural barrier 
bet^een two distinct portions of Arabia; I will therefore here 
make a bw observations on the tract mTe ha(l lately traversed. 

BeinO in the interior part of a mountain rang;e, it consists of 
precipitous hills and valleys irregularly succeeding each other, 
having sometimes a surface of naked rock, at others of loose sand; 
with a vegetation similar to that of the Sahil, but in which trees 
abound more than shrubs and herbage. The valleys are covered 
with stones and rubbish derived from the disintegrating rocks of 
the ranae; and the whole presents a gloomy, desolate aspect 
of ruin an(l devastation. The mountains of the chain on the 
coast side are exclusively granitic; but further eastward, in the 
interior of the chain, dark brown sandstone succeeds. Exceptillg 
a few date and almond trees ill certain parts of the mountains, the 
tree most generally seen is the acacia. 

All this land, commencing at the brow of the mountaills 
towards the shore, and extending over the hilly tract of the 
interior of the chain, is c.llled al-'rahama.* I have not found any 
direct notice of the tract in Arabic works, except in the Kamoos 
(Kamus) of Firozabadl, where al-Tahama is stated to signify 
4' the lalld slopin^, towards the sea," arld is distinguished from the 
low land called al-Tihama (TihAmah), which, by most of the 
Arabian geographers, is assumed to be the southern part of al- 
E1igaz. It is well known that the line?s of demarcation, by which 
the Arabian geographers define the limits of the different portions 
of Aratia, are cliscrepant and vague, and in many instances at 
variance ̂sith the boundaries assigned to them at the present day. 
Tbus, for instance, according to the opinion of al-Madainy (adopte(l 
also by M. Caussin (le Perceval, in his late exce]lent work, ' Essai 
sur l'Histoire (les Arabes avant l'Islamisme), al-l-igaz (Higaz) 
is a generai name for the whole of the mountain chain n-hich 
extends from Yaman (Yemen) along tlle coast of tlle Red Sea, 
up to Syria, and, according to al-Wakidy (Wakidi), only for the 

* Invariably so spelt and pronounced by the present inhabitants.-W 
VOL. SS. X 

DZ. \\'ALLIN'S Route in Northern Arabi. 3,)t 



306 Dr. \ALLIN S Route iz Northerea A?-bia. 
land between al-Medlna (AIedlnah) and Tebook (Tebuk). Ibn Ayas gives to the chain the name of Shera (Shera) through its whole extent, and I was myself tol(l by a Bedooin from Taif (Tayif), that the inhabitants of that town call Tihama! (T;hamah) what other Arabs call Higaz (Hijaz). 

The present inhabitants of al-Tahama divide the chain and the mountainous land connected with it into three distinct districts, namely, al-Higaz (Hijaz),* al-Tahama (Tahamah), and al-Sheraa (Shera). A line drawn from Taif (Tayif) to Medina (lMedinah) (both of which towns the Arabian geographers generally are agreed upon excluding from al-Higaz (Hijaz) ), and thence to Higr (Hijr), may be regalded as the eastern boundary of al- Higaz (Hijaz); and from al-Higr, if the line be continued north- wards, along the course of the eastern parts of the Shefa chain, as far as Wadl Lithm, it will tnark the eastern limit of the land to which the Bedooins now give the name of al-Tahama (al-Tahamah) --probably in allusion, from tlle original signification of the word, to the unhealthy and oppressive atmosphere of a low country enclosed by mountains, in opposition to the salubrious air of the open region of NegdX (N=ejct). W}lether the sea, or the western verge of the mountain chain, is to be considered as the western toundary of the Tahama (Tahamah), is of litt]e consequence; but 
ill the present day, in and about AIuweilah, the land alollg the sea-shore is known by no other naule than that of al-Sahil. From Wadi Lithm to Syria I have never heard tbe moulltains called otherwise than already mentioned,8 namely Gibal al-Sheraa (Jibalu sh-Sllirah). 

Compaling the statements by the Arabian authors with the division of the region by its present inhabitants, I think that al-E4igaz (Hijaz), which divides the upper country from the sea$ al-Tihama (Tihamah), which I would identify with al-Tahama$), alld al-Shera-were originally sl)ecific names for different parts of this region, and that they have been extendecl by differellt authors to the whole of it. Two obsersations regard- ing the physical characteristics of Negd (Nejd), and of al-'rihama (Tihamah), and al-Higaz (Hijaz), which some of the Arabian authors have made, seem to me to support this opinioll: the one is, that ';the valleys of al-Tihama. ('ltihamah) descend westwartl towards the sea, and those of Negd (Nejd) eastwards toFards the interior ;" and the other, which has reference to the flora, Klat " the land which produces Samur,:t Talh,? and Asal 11 trees, is 

* See note *, p. 307.--A- F See 1)- 3()y) 2,. Inga Unguis--R. ? Acacia gummifera. Caillauel, Voy. 'I lVIezent;. vol. iv. p. 311: ForslcaRl, Flo. Arab., p. cxviv.; Descrip. de l'Eg., tom. six. p. 11]) No 966.--A. 11 Spec.ies of Acacia.-A. 
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I'ihama (Tihamah) and that where the shrub called Ghada grows 
is Negd (Nej4)." These two assertions, the correctness of which, 
with a very few exceptions? my own observation of the country, so 
far as it extended, confirmed, would, in respect of topographical 
features and vegetation, identify the Sahil or const land with al- 
Higaz (Hijaz) and al-Tahama, in contradistinction to Negd.t 

* Tehama 3z et l'ihamam.-Haec Arabie regio ab occasu Male Rubrum spectat- 
partibus cxtelis regiones Hegiaz et Yemell: a Mecca usque Aden excurrens. 
Tahzim autem eestus sehementia dicitur, unde regioni huic Ilomen: quia parte po- 
tiore depressior solis fersori patet. Dicuntur etiam loca qudam essef3 Neydi aw 
tihanzatil-yaz aw al-Yaman, in Neqd ?nel TeAdma regio?Mm Higiaz rel Yemezl: 
sive generali eorulldem voculn usu, hoc est, altiore vel humiliore parte: sive quod 
Tihama et Negll parte quadam aliis regionibus i:rlseruntur.-Golii, rlotae in Alfra- 
gano, p. 95. 

r Tehamcl and TiAdma.-This region of Arabia on the west faces the Red Sea - 
on its remaining sides the regiotls of EIigaz aIld Yaman, and extends from Mekka 
as far as 'Aden; TszAcem, however. signifies interlse heat2 whence this region has 
its name; sillce for the greater part lyillg low it is exposed to the burIling heat of 
the sun. It- is also said of certain places that tlley are fls lVegdi aw 7tiA&muti-l- 
Iligazi slW al-Ya7a2arl, izl tZle Seyd or in the Tih&ma of czl-SIigciz or (in the Aiegd 
or in the Tihama) of al- Yaman, whetller it be from the general vIse of the same 
words (Negd and llehama), that is, in the highel or ill the lower part (of al-Higaz 
or of al-Yaman); or because Tihama and Negd to a certain extent are placeel 
within other regions.] 

Niebuhr says, speaking of the Ardhu-l-Yaman:-" This c(}untry is surroullded 
by the Arabian Gulf, ba al-Hadramawt, by al-Negd, antl by al-Higtz. T>zat pa1t 
of 2t unhicAl is 60ntiqzlous to the ywelf, and wAlich exte72ds from al-Babel-l-nla?2dab zlortk- 
wurds asfclw crs H(lh, is low, and is called Tehama.. The other part is consider- 
ably elevated abo-e the leveAl of the sea, and is called by the Arabs Gibal that is 
to say, mountairlous."-Descriptioylde l'Aral)ie, p. 160. 

And of al*Higaz: this province is botlrlded on the east by al-Negd, on the ?20rth 
By the Arabiazl Gelf and by tAle desert nf Syria, orl tZ2e west by the As slbiarl Gulf, 
Kmd on the south by al-Yaman, p. 202: and at p. 324, that the town of Hall on the 
common boundary of Higaz and Yaman is mentioned as in that position by Abu-l- 
Feida (circa 1330 A.D*). 

Thus Niel)uhr asserts the low tract of al-Yaman adjacent to the sea to be called 
Teham?i; Golius, the corresponding part of al-Higaz * and Dr. Wallin, the low dis 
trict fiom the northern boundary of al-Higas as far as thehead of the gulf of 
'Akaba: it is also shown that Tihama in its generic sense means low land as op- 
posed to high land: the word, therefcure, is applicable to the who]e exteIlt of the 
low part of Alabia bordering the Red Sea, and beyod that Sea, on the S.E. coast 
of Yemen, bordoring the gult of 'Adan; at the same time it has from usage, a more 
spec.ifie and restricted signification in the sense of the low part of each of the pro- 
vine+es irlto which Arabia is divided along the shore of the seas mentioned. As- 
Sahil merely detlotes proximity to the sea-the sea-shore, and therefore may or 
nlay llOt by usage be applicable to the whole breadth of land designated as Tihama 
but the latter must, as is indeed evident from the provinces of al-Hegas and al- 
Yaman being said to extend to the sea include the former. 

With respect to the forms of Ttlhima and TihAma, from the root tahama their 
gramnlatical significations coalesce, and they both mean " the lying low and hot." 
Dr. Wallin has suggested that TChama may be tlle old word Tahma va1;ed by the 
modern pronunciation only. For he says that whele formelly a guttural was 
gezmated, the modern Arabs lighterl the suspension ofthe soice due to gezm 
an(l pronoullce the guttural letter as if it were affected by a fathti. 

As tlle llotes by Golius on al-Yaman, al-Higaz, and al-Negd, ill the book cited 
will tend to the clearer ullderstanding of what has been just stated alld the book 
is rather scarcee they are subjoiled:- 

" (Are1/1tz-l-Yctnz^z) l.)efyfo7ze7el 6eanen.-Arabia, stricte sllmpta, dividitur a11 
ipsa gente ill legiellns sluilllAue (cll- Yczman, aI-Htystz, ccl-Tihamd, al ead3 elt 4z- 



308 nr. \ALLINtS Soute in Northern Arvbia. 

Al-trahamaX in that part of it which lies between lMuweilah alld '=Nkaba, is inhabited by various clan3 of Huweitat and MaSaze; the former occupying the lower districts near al-Sahil, and the latter the Inore elevated whence they occasionally pass over to the plains (3f the interior. 
I now resume the course of rny route, in which we paused upon the summit of Nakb al-Sawawln (Nakbu-S-Sawawln). From the stllnlnit of this pass the latld slpes towards ttwe interior of the de- sert; but both in this an(l the Sheraa chain the eastern descent is as gentle and insensible as the western is abrll})t and rapid, and would be scarcely pereeptible but for the direction of the winter torrents. We descended first into a valley called Wadl Raw;an (Wadl EEwiyan) and, followillg its downward course in an E.S.E. direction for 1 h., tulrnetl to our left, and entered the land called al-ISisma (Hisma) a sast plain of the soft and comparatively irtile sand before mentioned,* and of which the Nufood (Nufudh) desert of Negd (NeJd) for the most part colsists. This plain ex- tendss between Ma'an (Maan) on the N. and Tebook ('I'ebuk) on the S., from al-Tahama on the W. to the Syrian pilgrim road on the E.; and Gorltinues to the N.E. under various names, with partial intelruption3 from rocky and stony patches, till it joins the Nufood (Nufudh) lands of \Vadl Sirhan (\vad; Sirhan) and the Oahi or Nufoodt (Nufudh) desert. The southern boundary of this plain is formed by tlle steep front of a lateral chain of hills called Gibal al-Harra which branches out at an acute angle from the SheR chain, opposite to the peak of Galal Shar (Jabal Shar), and advances in a nort'n-easterly direction till it ;radually sillks 

Yamamxf sive tArood fx Yemen, Hi iaz, Tehamczm, lkgid, et Iemamam, sive Aarlttl) ad quas plerique addunt (al-Bagrein) Bahrein * licet nonnulli referre malint ad Iracam! i. e. Babyloniam. Regivem Yemen a septentrione terminat (\XSr&}z) Le- giran} inter montes oppidum, qued regia sede et metropoli (&n&) Sanaa borealius est x fere dierum itinere, habens latitudinem gladuum xix, item aliud (:Mal^) Halio, non longe a Mari Rubro. sub lat. :2rx grad., et noll procul sa Mari Persico seu Indico, antiquum emporium OmSn, Ptolemaeo quoque cogIlitum."p. 79. It should be observed that Hall is not situated near the Persian Gulf, hut on the shore of the Red Sea in 18? 38t N. lat. by Captain Moresby's chart. San's also is in aMut 15? 20t N. lat. 
44 (Al ffigaz) HiSaaz-Arabiae pars inter Tehaxnarll et Negsdam * ita dicta com- muni fere scriptolum tonsensu (liaJIna hcryazclt beinhoom) quvd aZ;eranz ab altera dirimit * se1, ut alii solant (I-ianna iAttyazclt bi-l- Gibul) qaod colliyata et co7lsta acta 

a 

mo7ltlbus; Hagaza enim duo notat; Ilempe eadem, qu (mv7l'a) impegre et ((dd) vctlide constrizige7we. Region{>m hanc quoque terminat ad boream Arabia deserta quam illi (B&dieta4-l-Shan7) desertum sive campos Sywe socalit."-p. 98. i' (AI eyd) Aid seu Seyd-Vox hac Arabibas terral:n notat eminentiorem et peculiariter Arabix partem opponi solitam Tihamae, quee et (al-Ghoor) quasi caua dicitur; licet permixta habeat montosa qusedarn: ialterjacet autem Negsda itlter regiones IemanzamX Iemem LIigiaz, et Iracam."p. 94. A. * See p. 304. 
t .Daht is applied to ffie deselt in tlse sense of its beirlg a Sace open andexposed to ffie sun, and, K4zx' *t?XtY} to its wide central expallse. Sufood seems X be used with reference to the cornparative fertility of the part so called. A. 
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into irregular hillocks in the neighbourhood of Tebook (Tebisk). 
From the acute angle-named al-%aYviie * (Zawiyeh)-thus 
formed between the Shefaa chain and its lateral branch of Harra 
(Harrah), the land of al-Llisma (E] isma. ) gradua]ly opens out into 
an extensive plain, over whieh a few isolated hills are scattered, 
having amon; themselves a north-westerly eourse. They are of 
the same red coloured sandstolle as the Harra (Harrah) range, 
and look like outlying masses of its substanee. tShe general 
aspect an(l productions of the soil resemble those of Negd (Nej(l); 
although that name is now never applied to this ltlnd, but exclll- 
sively restrieted to the Nufood (Nufudh) region of the interior of 
Arabia. 

Al-Hisma (Hisma.) is, by the author of the Kamoost (Kamus), 
stated tv be " a land in the desert., with high mountains, whose 
elevated crests are generally enveloped in mist." He must mean 
by these mountains the bluS parts of tTle northern front of the Harra 
(Harrah) ranoe, whieh borders this land to the S., and the high 
peaks of the Shefaa tShefa.) chain. As for the mist, there vas no 
appearance of any during the few days I remained here, where 
we eonstantly enjoyed that serene alld lofty sky so pecllliar to the 
desert. The height of the Harra (Harrah) hills I eannot estimate 
at more than 500 feet above the level of the plain; but the dif- 
ference in temperature of this and of the lower country was very 
sellsible. In al-Tahama (Tahamah) and al-Sahil (Sahil) the 
therrnometer, at sunri?e, varied from 15? to 11?, centlgraele 
(59? to 520 Fallr.); while here it very oftell, at the same hour, 
sunk to 7? and 5? (445-@ and 410 Fahr.). Dew also fell in the 
night, which I scareely ever reeollect having observed in Arabia, 
but only in the (leserts near the Nile and on the silore of the Red 
Sea. It was also, I presume, owing to the partially humid state 
of the atmosphere, as indieated by the presenee of dew, that dis- 
eases of the chest, of whieh I met with iIlstances, sometimes 
oecur here, similar affiections being extremely rare in the interior 
of Arabia. 

The nature of the locality and general aspect of al-H;sma 
(Hisrn?) seerns to me to answer exactly to the description of 
those lands which the Arabian geographers designate by the name 
of Sarwa (pl. Sarawat), (Sarwah, Sarawat), although it is not 
included among them. The ranges of the Shefaa (Shefa) chain 
seen from here appear to be lower than the level of this land, 
which therefore may be said to be " raised above the Tihama.t 
(Tihamah).'> 

* In Arabic zawiie sigllifies an angle or corner gerlerally.-A. 
t The word the author of the Kamoos uses is bddife [(the) desert], by which he 

probab]y means the land called Badifet-l-Sham, " the desert of Syria. '-W. 
+ WIllshrifa 'alk al-TihAma.-W. 
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The plain of al-Hisma is inhabited altnost entirely by the :l!lIa.'aze (Ma'azeh) ancl Benl 'Atiya ('Atiyah) Bedooins, who pos- sess all the land from Birket al-lAIu'a(lhdha1n (Mu'a(lhdham), the second pilgrim station $. of Tebook (Tebuk), up to WVadi Moosa (Wadi Musa), where they occasionally descelld from the moulltains, and mingle with their kindred tribez the Teiaha (trey- aha.) They claim Birket al-Mu'adlldham (Birket al-Mu'adh- clham), al-Akhdar (Akh(lhar), Tebook (Tebuk), Dhat al lQagg (Dhatu-l-Haj;), and also in part Ma'an as belonging to them, an(l levy upon the inhabitants of those places what rnay be called a small kindred tax (Khawe', Khaweh), for the protection they profEss to affk)rd them against other tribes. Their district of escort (Madrak) of the pilgrims is between Ma'an (AIa'an) and Birket al-Mu'adhelharn (Birket al Mu'adhdham). Their features and personal chaliacter indicate a Syrian extraction, although I have not found any express notice of them to that effect by the Arabian genealogists. 'rhe principal clans of their tribe are al-'Atiyat ('Atiyat), consisting of the family and relatiolls of the chief Sheikh, Ibn al-'Ati;ya ('Atiyah); Robeilat (Robeilat) i Su- boot (Subut), ol Beni Sebt; Duioofiye' (Dhuyufiyeh); Tugara (Tujara); Soleimat (Soleim.it); 'Aliyln t'Aliyin); Whadara ( Khadhara); 'Amriyln ('Amriyin); Sa'daniyin (Sa'adaniyln) . Of these clans, the onltT one I have found mentioned in the Arabian geanealogies is the Suboot (Subut), which may probably be the same as the Suboot (Subut) stated by al-1(alkashendy to be " derived from Lebid (Lebid), of Soleim (Soleim), (perhaps Saliln), of the 'Adnaniye ('AdnanSyeh), dwelling in the land of al-Barka (Barkah)." Ma'aze (Ma'azeh) Arabs are spread over all ligypt, an(l it may be presumed that thence, follomJing the high way trodden for centuries by noznadic emigrants from Arabia, they passed over into the north of Africa with the view of again taking up their original desert habits, which they mlust have par- tially al)andoned during a half settled fellah life in the valley of the file. 
The Suboot (Subut) have been, on account of their names and pecllliar rites ascribed to them by some European travellers, sup- posed to be of Jewish origin and to be still attached to Judaism; I therefore particularly observed their CUStO2lSX and questioned them about their origin. NVith regard to the name of their clan they uniformly derived it from that of one of their ancestors called SubeitKm, a name still much used amoIlgst the Bedooirss; and in their rtlode of life and habits I could find no peculiarity distin- guishing them from other neighbouring tribes, except a custom I clid not elsewhere see in the desert, of ringing a large bell, sus- 

* t sX^ (suboot), a plural of ,,, (sabt), the sabl)atll. 
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pended on the middle pole of the tent at the tilne of sunset, when 
the camels arld flocks return fioln pasture This custom was 
ol)served every evening, throughout the tribe in the texlts of the 
sheilshs and others whose means enabled them to possess a 
bell; but upon my inquiring its meaning, I could get no other 
information than that it was an old custom with them thus to 
hail the return of the camels and the ulystic hour of descending 
nlght. 

There are not, as far as I cou]d learn amongst the nomadic 
Bedooins, nor in the towns or villages in the interior of Arabia, 
persons professing any other religion than the Islam; nor did I evel 
hear, in tl-lose parts of Arabia whicil I visited, mention made of 
tribes or of individuals suspected to be attached in secret to another 
creecl. The reason of this does not seem to lie in the bigotry of 
the inhabitants, wllom I have always foulld to be more tolerant 
tllan other Muslims; but, probably, in the exact conformity of the 
Islam to the circumstances of the country in wbich it originated, 
an(l in the absolute poverty of the desert terlding to discourage 
immigration, and, perhaps alsot in the extreme simplicity of life 
aulong the Bedooins disinclining the more reillled inhabitallts of 
the surrounding countries to seek intercourse with thein. 

Like most of tlle tribes which were not forced to adopt the 
reformed (loctrines of the A77ahhabiye (AVahabiyeh) sect durinfr the 
period of its ascendant power in Arabia, the Ma'aze (Ma'azeh) 
are, in general, grossly ignorant in the religion they profess, and 
I searcely remember ever meeting with a single individual of the 
tribe who observed any of the rites of Islam whatever, or Frossessed 
the least notion of its furldamental an(l leading dogmas, while the 
reverse might, to a certain degreeX l)e said of those Bedooins who 
are, or formerly were, Wahhabiye (Mtahhabiyeh). 

After passing some days in the tent of the chief sheikh, Ibn 
'Atiya ('Atiyah), I left the tribe in company with two Bedooins. 
XVe started fiom al-Zawue' (Zawiyeh), where, after an almost daily 
change of ground since I ha(l been with them, their tents were 
then pitched,and following the side ofthe Harra (Harrah3 range 
with a N.N.E. course, arrived, in 8 h., at NVadi 'Uweillid (Wadi 
'Uweinid), a ravine resemblillg the dry bed of a torrent and de- 
scending from the higher part of the rallge, in a N.N.NV. direc- 
tion, between hillocks and ridges covered with loose S&Ild UpOll the 
plain of al-Hisma (Hisma). 'rhis ravine has a well of tolferably 
good water, an(l Irluch he;bage and brushwood. On its norther 
border is the burying place of the Ma'aze (Ma'azeh) tribe, where, 
from ancient times, their sheikhs and other persons of considera- 
tion have been customarily buried. Its entrance towards al- 
Hisma (I4isml) is filled with immensce stones, which appear to 
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have been detached and rolled down from the overllanging moull- 
ta.ins. Upon some of these stones are graven clumsy representa- 
tions of various animals, such as camels, sheep, and dogs, and on 
others, inscriptions in ill-formed characters now nearly all efEaced 
by the action of the weather on this crumbling sandstone. A1- 
tllough I am unable to forln a decisive opinion upon these inscrip- 
tions, and am incline(l, from their rudeness, to regard them only 
as the work of Bedooin shepherds, such as I have seen in other 
part3 of tile desert, I transcribed a few of them, of which a cOpy is 
given in the annexed plate. Except on the three stones from 
which the speeimens were taken, I noticed none containing 
anything like connected symbol3; but the impatiellce of my Be- 
clooin companions left me so little time that I could not stroll far 
in quest of others which m$y possibly exist. 

Leaving WVadl 'Uweirlid to our right, we advanced in an easterly 
direction, over hilly ground, for 1 h., and then entered a narrow 
l-)ass between two perpendicular clifE3, which in 1 an h()ur led us 
out upon the plain of al-Bakkar (Bakkar), bounded on the W. 
by the last parts ofthe Harrz (E4arrah) rangeS and on the E. join- 
ing the plain of Hamadet Tebook (Hamadet rl'ebuk). From the 
cornmencement of the plain al-Bakkar (Bakkar), at the eastern 
end of the pa3s, to Tebook (Tebuk), I reckone(l 5 h. over a com- 
plete unbl oken level. Ttle distance between iNIuweilah and Te- 
book ('rebuk) is generally accounted 4 days' journey with laden 
camels, which agrees with the time I took. But were it not for 
the windings and badness of the road in al-Tahama (Tahamah), 
the direct distance pointed otlt to me as E. by N. would not ex- 
ceed X days. 

Tebook (Tebvik;) is a village of about sixty houses, on the high- 
road of theiSyrian pilgrims, 4 days from Ma'an (Xta'an), and the 
same number from Higr (Hijr). It is situated in the centre of a 
large plain, called Hamaelet Tebook (Hamadet Tebuk), in the 
fract of Arabia lying between the Shefaa- chain and its northerly 
contirluation Sheraa, on the west, and the ranOes of the Nufood 
(Nufudh) high lands of Negd (Nejd), on the east. 'the Alabian 
geographers differ much as to the region of Arabia to which this 
tract belong3, scome referring it to Syria others to al Higaz 
(Hijaz), and others to Negd (Nejd). Its present inbabitants, 
however, indisposed as they are by mental habit to generalise, 
neither give to the whole tract a generic narneS nor corlsider it 
as part of any one of the three regions mentioned, but denote by 
a specifie llame each separate part of it. That part of it forming 
the plain of tIamadet Tebook (Hamadet Tebuk) extetlds about 
5 h. on every side of the village; but, from its great expanse and 
the absence of any considerable hillsf its boundaries are uncertaill, 
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* These characters, which bear little resemblance to those of Jebelu-l-Mokattab 
in the peninsula of Mount Sinai, so successfully deciphered by Beer (in his Sudia 
Asiatica), or to the Himyari alphabet, anciently used in Yemen and Hadhramaut 
(Journal Asiatiquea Sept. 1845), seem to corresporld, ;:n sot:ne degree, with the all- 
cient Pheenician character 3 but no satisfactory conclusion can be formed from such 
short inscriptionsn copied, probably, in great haste.-Re 
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and not clearly marked. Its soil is tl-le hard grarelly ground 
called by the Bedooins " ga.lade ' (jaladeh), and ;s for the most 
part quite barren. It is watered, according to the report of tlle 
BedooinsS by ninety stream3 descerlding in winter from al-Hisma 
(Hism-l) tllrough as many valleys. Around the slight eminellce 
upon which the villay;e is built there are a number of wells of nlo- 
derate depth; in addition to these the village itself contains a 
copi(lus spring, the water from which is conveyed through some 
small gardens and date-plantations belonging to the inhabitants. 
Grain is occa3ionally SOWn on the open lazld, but the produce being 
insufficient, the inhabitants are obliged to obtain a supply from 
Aluweilah, ()r from Syria which they prefer, as before remarked* 
notFrithstandinp; the greatel distance of the latter place. The 
people of Tebook seemed poorer than those of any other village 
that I visited in this part of my journey. Their food in spring 
con3ists almost exelusixrely of herbs gathered in the neit,}bouring 
desert by the womcn, aIld eaten raw? or nserely boiled in srater, 
withollt anvthing more substantial in addition. 

The inhabitant3 of Tebook (Tebfik) call themselves Humeidat., 
and trace back their pedigree to the 13enl KaSb (Benl Kab), near 
al-Basra (Basrah) i stating their ancestors to have been of that 
tribe, an(l the first possessors of the spring of Tebook (Tebuk). 
They are, however, like the people of most of the desert villa;es, 
a mised race, derived from aliens as sTell as from a nomade stock 
or fr(m both. Of the alierls, some hae emigrated from their 
natiste country under fortuitous circumstances, and others, as fire- 
quently hapl?ens, have been left behind by the pilgr;m karawans 
and eventually settled here; these last, irl this tvart of Arabia, 
being chiefly of Syrian origin. The rest whicll constitute by far 
the greatest nurxlber, are emancipated slaves and their progeny, 
kQnown as Mutawallidin and found throughout Arabia. Not only 
are whole villages filled with them, as al-Rlha (Jericho) and 
many parts of al-Gawf (Jauf), and Sook al-Sheikh (Suku-l- 
Sheskhj, Ac. & but they even form large clans among the nomadic 
Arabs, Ieading thc sarlle pastoral and predatory life as their 
former zllasters to ^hom} although fFeed, tiley generally temain 
attached from a ieellng of respect and gratitude. Amotzgst the 
Bedooins thefT are only allowed to intermarly with their own race, 
for a genuine Arab will seldom, if ever, condescend to take a 
black or Habashlye (ltbessinian) wolnan for a wife: and the race of 
the3e Mutawallidln in the nomade tellts remains unaltered through 
generations. But with the people settled in fixed abodes the feel- 
ing in favour of propagating a pure race is not so strong, and the 
Slutawallidln itl the towns and villages mix and interInarry with 

* See p. 295. 
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Arabs, and childrerl are prodilced in whose features it is often 
quite impossible to recognize the African type. In al-Gawf 
(Jauf), for instance, I knew an old woman of genuine negl o blood, 
who, by a husband of her own race, had borne perfect negro children, 
while by another, a native Arab, she had a family who were fair, 
with true Arab features. 

The Mufawallidin may be said generally to be more industrious 
than the Bedooins; or, at least their pride is not so great as to 
make an agricultural or a laborious life humiliating to thele: for 
that reason, and bom their want of the strength and courage of 
the Arabs to underg;o the hardships of the desert, they prefer a 
residence in the villages) where they arrange with the Bedooins 
for the care of their date plantations, or contrive to gain a live]i- 
hood in some other way. As, however, they are sub jected to heavy 
exactions l)y their masters, who despise them, and are perhaps 
unthrifty themselves, they seldom attain wealth and prosperity. 
The price of sla+res being very low in al-Higaz (Hijaz), the towns 
arlul lrillages there are full of them; and I was told that the greater 
part of the large and fruitful date-plantations in Kheibar, belong- 
ing principally to the Fultara (Fukara) Bedooins of the 'Eneze 
('Anezeh) tribe, are kept and cultivated by Mutawallidin. In 
Tebook (Tebuk) nearly a third part of the population consists of 
them; and their general emp]oyment there, as well as that of the 
other inhabitants, is the cultivation of gardens and trading with 
the Bedooiils and pilgrimsS who usually halt there for one or two 
days on their road to and froIn Mekka.. 

Tebook like most Arab communities, is governed more by 
traditional laws and customs than by the regular Mohamredan 
Code ;$ and though the people generally show great reverenee for 
the rites and preeepts of their religion, and are better aequainted 
with its doetrines than the Bedooins, they prefer the more liberal 
law of the ]atter, as better suited to their way of life. The posts 
of sheikh and 'al.ld, inlrested with the highest eivil and military 
authority in every tribe, are here, as among the Bedooins, here- 
ditary. These chiefs in fiee consultation with the olelest and 
wisest, or, as it frequently happelis, with the whole of the popula- 
tion, regulate the affiairs of the village, and settle all disputes and 
disagreements between its inhabitaIlts and the neighbouring 
Bedooins. The people of this plaee- are not, as in those dependent 
on the Egyptian government, subjeetedS in the ulanagenient of 
their eoncerns to the interferenee of the Turks quartered in the 
small eastle in theirvillage. The eastle, aIthough having the outward 
appearanee of a stronghold meant to ward of sudden attacks of 
hostile tribes, may rather be eonsidered as a storehouse for the 

$ See Appendix, p. .842 
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accommodatioll of the pilgrims and the s;oldiers escorting theln, 
than as a fortified place for maintaining the Sultan's authority 
over t.he village and adjacent country. It is, as well as the otllers 
on this road, subject to the Pasha of Damascus, who commits the 
charge ot them to an officer styled Amlr al-Kal'a (Amiru 
l-Kal'ah), always of Arab origin, and chosen fro.rn among the 
family or tribe of al-Kosheiriie (Kosheiriyeh). The Kosheiriie' 
are descended from tlle extinct tribe of 13eni Kosheir, " of the 
family of 'Amir, the son of Sa'sa'a (Sa'sa'ah), the son of Hewazin 
of the 'Adnaniye ('Adnaniyeh)," according to al-Kalkashendy. 
They state that they were appointed to this oice by Sultan Sellms 
(Sultan Selim), when he first opened this route for pilgrims to 
Mekka (Mekkah), and have ever since claimed the privilege of 
commanding the castles. The Alnir ( Amfr) has nine or ten 
followers armed, as is usual with alrrlost every individual irl Arabia, 
with sword and firelock. They are scarcely intended for a 
garrison, and such is the contempt that the Bedooins evince for 
tlem, that they continually rob them in their excursions into the 
adjacent desert for fuel, and strip them of their clothes under the 
very walls of tileir strongl-lold. The Amlr of each of the castles 
is sumrnoned with his men to Damascus once every year to render 
an account of his command and expenditure, and then replaced in 
tlle castle he has quitted by arlother member of the same family. 
After remainillg for a year at Damascus, he is again despatclled, 
some months before the departure of the pilgrim karawan, 7ith 
the annual sllpply of provisions granted for the castles, but is 
appointed to a new station, so that the small body of the Kosheiriie 
are kept in continual rotation of service and place. 

The present town of Tebook (Tebuk) is said by the inhabitants 
not to be on the same site as the ancient town, so often mentioned 
in the history of Arabia by that name. An old building of hewn 
stone, now in ruins, called KoReir (little castle), and, also, Tebook 
al 'Atika (Tebuku-l-'Atikah), or Old Telsook, at the foot of a 
low r an^,e of sandstone hills projecting from the Harra (Harrah) 
ulountains, alld abl)ut 4 hours distant, W.S.W. from the present 
villange, is believecl to mark that site. This change in position fol 
the modern towll iS3 probably, to be attributed to the adoption of 
the present karawan route, arld the abandonment of that, to the 
westward, hy the ruin al-lioseir, which the pilgrims in early times 
followed in their pious journeys to WIekka (Mekkah). I have, 
likewise, noticed in many parts of Arabia, that, while the ancient 
inhabitants seem to have chosen the sides of hills for their resi- 
elence, the modern people prefer the open plain. Thus, along 

* Probably Selim 1, who (lied, after a reign of 9 years and 8 months, in 92(8) A.lI. 
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the eastern slopes of the Sheraa (Shera) mountains, towards the 
desert, throughout the distance between Ma'an (Ma'an) and 
Tafile (Tafileh), scattered ruins and vestiges of ancient cultivation 
on plots of ground which are even now occasiona]ly tilled and 
sovvrn by Bedotin fellahs (husban(lmen), may be seen. Among 
the few remains of ancient bllildings now to be found in the lleigh- 
bourhood of Tebook (Tebuk), the most remarkab!e, the inha- 
bitants told me, are at a village called al-Karayas (Karayah), 
some hours west of Dhat al-Hagg (Dhatu-l-Haj;), the first pilgrim 
station to the north of Tebook (Tebuk). I was also assured by 
persons who asserted that they had visited the place, that scattered 
ruins of a large walled townX with buildings and caxerns similar 
to those in Wadi Moosa (AVadi Alusa), are still extant on the side 
of a hill, from the brow of which the water of a plentiful spring is 
supposed to have been letl through plantations and fields in the 
plaiIl below. This sprirlg has ceased to flow, and the only traces 
hof its having existed are in tlearly obliterated channe]s through 
which it once spread life and fertility over a now des()late waste. 
A black dog, whicll is sometirnes imagined by visitors to appear 
to lhem, is sai(l, by the Arabs, to haunt the p]ace and to be the 
guardian of its concealed treasures l'hough prevented during 
my stay at Tebook (Tebuk) from visiting al-Karaya (Karayah), I 
see no reason to doubt the correctlless of the account of it I 
received, which agrees in character with what I saw of some other 
ancierlt ruins in Arabia, sucll as at Udhruh, near Ma'an (Ma'an), 
and at Gubbe t (Jubbeh), where the alleged ancient site of 
al-Feriry, in the mountain of Keteify, is likewise said to have 
had a copious spring, now dried up. 

Among the high peaks mhich rise above the hills skirting the 
plain of Hamadet Tebook (Hamadet Tebuk) is Gabal Mukhtab,+ 
so called from Khatab (he preached), because from its summit 
the prophet is said to have preache?d a sermon to the Jewish and 
Christian inhabitants of the land, in order to convert them to his 
new creed. It is situated 5 h. N.N.E. of the present town of 
Tebook (Tebuk), and is supposed to be the furthest point north- 
wards to which Mohammed advanced in person when carrying on 
his religious wars, in virtue of his alleged divine mission, against 
the unUelievers.? From that place the proplet sent 'Aly ('Ali) 

* The townor village.-R. t Kubbeh?-R. 
$ The place of preaching:-the. noun of place from the leading person of the pre- 

sent tense.-A. 
? The expedition against Tebook (written Tabuc by Sale and others), which thell 

belonge(l to the Greeks, was undertaken by Muhammed with an army of SO,oO0 
foot and lO,oO0 horse in the summer of the 9th year of the hijra, which corre- 
sponds vith the 30th year of the reign of the Greek Emperor Heraclius, and the 
fi30th of the Christian ara. Sale's Koran, notes, pp. 125, 154, 165, edit. 4to., 1734: 
Boulainvilliers, Life of hIahommed, Londols, 1731, p. 393; and Gibbox,, Ch. L., note, 
147.-A. 
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and 'Umar to make war against Weidar * ill al-Gawf (Jauf), and 
himself returned to Medma (Medinah)-t 

'rebook (Tebuk) is under the special protection of the Beni 
'Atiya (Beni'At;yah) T}le princi})al sheikhs and 'alilds ('akld), 
with other leading persons of that tribe, levy from the inhabitants 
the khawa (khawah) tribute, which is usually moderate and paid 
in articles of clothing, or, if provisions are short in the tents, in 
supplies of that kind. In return for this the Bedooin chiefs are 
bound to protect the inhabitants against exactions from other 
tribes, to which they are sariously exposed, and the more so from 
being able to oppose but a very small force to their enemies. 
Thus, while the people of Ma'an (Ma'an) can raise about 200 
matchlockmen, the inhabitants of Tebook (Tebuk) can scarcely 
muster 40, and those ill equipped. Tebook being situated on a 
mllch frequented road, in a ltlrge open plain, across which flying 
parties of Bedouills, on plundering or warlike expeditions against 
hostile tribes, are continually passing, and where single adven- 
turers, 1lrged by poverty, are very frequently on the watch for 
purposes of lnarauding, its people are in consequence much 
exposed to depredation and robbery. Brhen such cases occur, 
the kindred protectors are bound to interfere, and, if possible, 
plocure the restolat.ion to the protected of the goods or animals 
which have been taken Ol stolen: from them. Hence the sur- 
roundinC plain is considereel to be one of tlle most insecure parts 
of the desert, and scarcely any one ever quits or approaches 
Tebook (Tebuk) except by stealth under cover of the night. 
This grievously obstru(ts the intercollrse with the place, and 
whell the Bedooins of the protecting tribe move higher up illtO 

the Harr; (Harrah) mountaizls, or into the land of al-lJisma 
(Hisrna), as was the case this spring, weeks sometimes pass away 
without their venturina to bring down their milk and sheep to the 
market of Tebook ('rebuk). So apprehensive, indeed, are the 
inhabitants, that, during the whole of the 20 days I stayed there, 
I could never persuade one of tllem to aecompany me as a guide 
to al-Karaya (Karayah), or elren to the old ruin of al-Koseir. 
The little intercourse which does take place betwePn 'rebook 
(Tebuk) and the nearest villages is principally carried on by a 
poor alld despised branch of the EXeteim clan of al-Sherarat, 

S The present name, but anciently Ukeidar.-W. 
t This statement of the present inhabitants does not quite agree with the Aral)ian 

histories.-W. 
t There is a clear distinction, according to Bedouin notions, between taking and 

stealing. To steal is to abstract elandestinely. Whereas to take, in the sense of 
depriving another of his property, generally implies to take from him openly, by 
right of sllperior force. The lastis plunderin^,, the first is robbitlg; for the rllles 
and consequences of which see Burokhardt, Notes on the Bedouins, vol. i. pp. 13i 
157.-A. 
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called al-Suweifile tSeweifileh), whom the amlr of tl-le castle and 
the inhabitants of the village occasionally employ for this and 
other purposes. 

Muhammed al-SepahlX (Sepfilli), in his geographical compen- 
dium, entitledAwdah al-Mesalik (Audhah al-Mesalik), gives the 
following notice of Tebook (Tebuk): " Tebook (Tebuk) is a 
town between al-Higaz (Hijaz) and Syria; it contains a spring 
and date plantations. In it are said to have lived the men of 
Eiket (Eikell), unto whom God sent Sho'aeib; but Sho'aeibi: 
was not of them, but a native of Madlan.? The author of ' A1- 
Kanoon' (Kanun) says that Tebook (Tebuk) is in the desert 
opposite Madian; I (al-Sepalll) say that Tebook (Tebuk) is to 
tlle E., and AIadlan to the \5T," 11 irom this last observation, 
taken nvith the passage immediately preceding it from al-Kanoon 
(Kanun), I can draw no other conclusion than that both these 
geographers place Tebook (Tebuk) tos^ards tlle E., in the interior 
of the desert, and Madian westwards, on or near tlle coast, and in 
about the same latitude with Tel)ook (Tel)uk). It is also stated 
by the author of ' Awelah ' (Au>4hah), ill another part of the work, 
tllat " Madian is a ruined town on the Higaz (Hijaz) shore of the 
Red Sea, where the bay of 'Akaba ('Akabal)3 has only the 
breadth of a chamlel (AIiU,ra), opposite Tebook (Tebuk), at about 
6 days' distance. Tt containsS in addition to a spring of rlmning 
wter, that same well from which in fornzer times our Lord Moosa 
(Moses) gave to the herds of ShoSaeib (Jethl o) to drink." 
These (lescriptions of Madian would seem to indicate its site to 

* No. 7.505 of R;ch's collection in the Brit. Mus.-W. 
f See hIuracci, Al-Korin Soorat Al-Sha'arA (xxvi.), aya 175, and notes where 

Al-Eike is stated to be a wood in the land of Madian, where Sho'aeib, or Jethro, 
prophesied to the tIadianites, or? according to our version of the Seriptures, Midi- 
anites.-A. 

+ Sho'aeib is supposed to be the same with Jethro (Arabice GAtllar, sometimes 
Ghathar) and Reuel of our version of the Seriptures. See Exodus ii. 18, and 
iii. 1, also Muracci. Koran, note to Aya 85, Sooratu-l-A'raf (vii.); S. Hood (xi*) 
aya 83 et seq. * S. 'Ankuboot (xxix.)? aya 36 * and Sale, ch, rii. note e, p. 126.-A. 

? See Muracci, Al-KoraJl S. Al-A'araf (vii.) aya 85; and Sale, note d, ch. vii. 
p. 126.-A. 

3 n jffl n s^ WJ a ?t,w}l e- ! jis} 0 <) &vA; d 1l 

asE. 0 0 tiL1 t* A } s2&E AL?! tow1 o1f te. oz 
e 4A;, ov\20 H Jl9 sozx S\ @n tS S\ \ ti;s z s 
, Di)5 d v;o d gJ t v Ae J J 1 s^ aSt jl; a15 

Wa Tehook I)ein Al-Hegas wa bein As-Sham; wa biha, 'aein wa nakhll. Wa 
yukal, an biha kan ashttb Al-Eike, eladhln, I+ath Allah She'aeiban ileihim; wra lum 
yakoon Shoaeib minhoom, wa iIlntna kan min allli Madlan. Kal fi^l-Kanoon wa 
Tebook fi-l-burr 'ala mahadhat M3dian; ak)ol, wa Tebook fi-l-sharak, wa Muclian 
fi-l-gharab.-W. 
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be that of the present lMakna,* and I am n()t aware of any otller 
place on the coast to urhich they would be applicable. If it be 
suggested, notwithstanding what is stated in 'Awdah,' that the 
author of ' Al-Kanoon ' mi^,ht have intended to place Madian on 
the Slna peninsula, which would be compatible with "Tebook 
being lul the desert opposite to it," I reply, that the distance of 
Tebooli from the coast seems to render such an interpretation 
irnprobable. Ahmed al-Dimashky relates, in his work of ' Akhbar 
al-Duwal,' t that Sultan Suleilnan Khan. built the castle in 
Tebook, and place(l in it a garrison of twenty janisaries to guard 
the spring against the Bedooins. Ibn AyAs, in the ' Nashk al- 
Azhar,' ? states " Tebook to be a pleasallt village, with date- 

gardens and corn-fields, and with a strong castle ..................................... The 

prophet," continues the author, " undertook a warlike expedition 
against the inhabitants of 'rebook, 11 and vanquished theln; and 
this was one of the celebrated expeditions in which the prophet 
himself was present, and in which he personally assisted in the 
slaughter. Various events took place in that war. To Teboo1 
are assigrled the tribes of Lakh m, G uheine (Juhe ineh) , Gudh am 
(Ju(lham), and other Be(looirls.'' The salne tlibes are by Ibn 
al-Athlr, in the ' Tuhfat al-'Agaib,' MT stated to dwell ill the land 
between " Tebook (Tebuk) and \ATadi al- Kura (0Vadi al- Kura) 
and Eile (Eileh)." There is not, so far as I know, at the present 
day any Bedooin tribe bearing the name of Lakhm, but I think 
that the present wide spreatl and much despised tribe of al- 
Sherarat are to be regarded as descendants of Lakhm. Amongst 
the numerous clans of the Sherarat in Wadl Sirhan (AVadl Sirhan), 
alld in the neighbourhood of al Gawf (al Jauf), I met with one 
called al-Da'giioon, after the name of the farnily of its sheikh, 
Ibn Da'ge; aled that clan is, in ( Al-Kalkashendy,' stated to be a 
branch of the Beni Sakhar, of the tribe of Tay, living in the land 
between Teima ('l'eimah), Kheibar, alld Syria. Otller Bedooins 

* Much uncertaiIlty has prevailed regardin the site of the ancient Madian. 
D'Anville (Compend., Ac., LondoIl, 1810) says- " The position of Madian (called 
by Ptolem- ModianaS 1. iv. c. 5) not far from the sea, is called by the Arabs Megar- 
el-Shuaib, or the grotto of Shuaib." I think that this should be Mufflheir-al- 
Sho'aeib, as in Mr. Walker's last map UpOIl the authority of Dr. Wallin: it will then 
rather mean the garden of Sho'aeib. Mr. Forster, ill his late interesting work OI1 
the geographyof Arabia(vol.ii.p.116) merelysays, without fixing the siteof 
Ma(lian, " that the Modiana of Ptolemy identifies itself with the Madian of Abu-l- 
Feda and the Midian of Scripture, at the mid-coast. on the Arabian side of the 
gulf of 'Akaba." Niebuhr, lvithout examining the question, assumes Muweilah to 
be the anclent Madian. (Descrip. de ltAr. p. 325.) Makna, so spelt by Dr. BTallin, 
is avritten Makn'a Oll Captaill Moresby's chart.-A. 

+ Allglice, Tidings of changes of fortune.-A. 
+ Sllleinlan I. ascended the tllrone in l.t20, and died in 1566 A. D.-A. 
? Allglice, Smelling <)f flowers.-A. 
11 Tebools was then subject to the Greek Emperor Heraclius. (See note + p. 3iei.) 
qr All^,lics, Precious gift of urollllflrs--A. 
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of the name of Benl Sakhar, descended from the Kahtaniye, are by the same author stated to reside about al-Karaks where they are still to be found in great numbers, living in amicable and brotherly relation with the HegXaia (Hejaya) and Sherarat (Slle- rarat). The Guheine (Juheineh) are yet a large tribe ix1 the mountains of al-Higaz (LIijaz); the Belll 'Ukba ('Ukbah) and Benl Bely (Bell ) are scattered members of the posterity of Gud- ham, the brother of Lakhm. All these tribes are descended from the same original stock of the Kahtaniye (Kahtanlyeh) Arabs, who, after their emigration from al-Yaman (Yernen) seem to have gradually displaced the 'Adnaniye (Isma'lliye' 'Adnaniyeh 
SSa'illVeh), who were the first ocoupants of this land. Now the Kahtaniye are, in their turn, bein^, driven out into the moun- tains and into the outskirts of the desert by 'Eneze ( Anezeh) tribes descended from the 'Adnaniye ('Adnaniyeh), or if, like most of the Heteim clazls they prefbr paying tribute to more powerful tribes, they are allowed to live as they can in tbe interior among BedooinsS by whom they are little respected. 1848. On the 5th of April, I left Tebook (Tebuk) accompanied by April 5 two Bedooins of the Bely tribe. Favoured by a thick lnistS which concealed us from observation and saved IlS from unpleasant encounters with strallgersX we struck across the plain, in a direc- tion S. by E. leaving thepilgrim road) whicll runs s. E., on our left, close to rrebook. 'I'he soil near the town is quite bar- ren; but streaks and patches of a plant called rawds (raudh) soon begin to enliven the plain, and inerease in extent up to the first hills of the Harra (!:Iarrah) range, whell open level valleys with bushes succeed. After marching for 5- h. over the plain, we entered among these hills and halted for the night. 
On thc 6th, our way lay over broad opell valIeys, betwefen the Harra (Harrah) lnountains on tlle right and ranges of lower hills on the left. As we advaneel, the valleys gradually diminished in width, and in about 2 h we were in a regular ravine, running S. E., parallel with the pilgrim road, at a distanee of about 3 h., beingseparated from it by illtermediate hills. After travelling for 74 h. from the plaee where we had passed the llight, we eame to a defile called Nakl) Darb al Bekrat (Darbu^l-Belirah). In the valley below there arc many large (letached stones, on some of \hich I observed, in passing, inseriptions in tlie same character as those follnd in AAradl 'Uweinid and A;Vadl Gubbe (0WrxidI Jub- beh); but I was unable to GOpy any of thern, as sly eom- panions were afraid of beina surprised l)y enemies, and robbed of the packages of clothes with which they llad loaded their camels at Tebook (Tebfik), and eould not be prevailed upon to stop. 

* Plur., It;yasl (riyadh).-W. t Tlle Bekrki road defile.A, 
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-zVe proceeded for 311. ulore in the same defile) and then lsly 
down for the night. 

On the 7th, we pasced through a still narrower part of tlle 1848. 

nalley or defile, calIed \Vadi AkhdarX (Akhdhar), by the Be- April 7- 

dooins usually pronounced Wadl Khadar (lihadhar) 3 h. to the 
W. of the (astle and station of the same name at whicll tl-le pil- 
grims pass their first night from Tebook (Tebfik). This valley 
is likewise strewed with large stones and fragments of rc)ck, some 
of whicll bear inscriptions like those previously noticed, ssitl 
clumsily-cut figures of diffierent desert animals. In 34 h. froTrl 
the entrance of this valley we reached a natural cistern in the 
rock, called (shacllr al-Rashidet ((;;ha(lhiru-l-Rashideh), where 
we filIed our emptied skins with a fresh supply of good rain-water. 
Up to this place we had passed throuoll xcllleys nlore o1 less re- 
gular, bearing the general name of Darb al Bekra (Darbu-l- 
Bekrah); but here the mountains began. After ascending fol 
X h. we came to a small circular rocky plain, of a dark brown hue, 
called Menzil al Haigg I (Menzilu-l-E.Iajj) because in former 
days, as my companions told me, when the pilgrims in their holy 
journey used tlle Darb al Bekr;i road this ground was a halting- 
place, and tradition says the whole karawarl onec perished otl it 
from thirst; and the fatal spot has ever since been called "the 
PilgriTnage Station." 

1'he journey was then performed with mules; but these ani- 
mals, being ;11 suited to the desert, were soon replaced by camels, 
and the present route selected in preirence to that by Darb al 
Bekra (Darbu-l-Bekrah), which WfIS considered impracticable, 
from its want of water. The valley of Darb a1 Bekra (Darbu-l- 
Bekrah begins about 6 h. S. of Tebook ('rebuk), and runs witll a 
slight bend towards the E., nearly parallel with the other road as 
ir as al-Higr (Hijr) where it opens into a larger valley, called 
AVadl Negd (XVadl Nejd), which, continuing in a south-easterly 
direction, descends towards the interiflr of Arabia. 

From Menzil al I1agg (Menzil-al-Haj;) we turned to the right 
gradu-ally ascending the Inotmtains of al-Harra (Harrah), alld 
crossing level tracts of a dark stony soil, broken here and there by 
conical or pyramidal masses of rock. At the base of these masses 
the ground is thickly strewn with black porotls stones of peculiar 
ligEltness. The mountains themselves here consist of red sand- 
stone, not unlike that near Heidelberg; but their sides and 
ridges are so covered wlth these black fragments that the red 
colour of the rock beneath can only be perceived on a close 
exarnination. ? 

* Green-et-Akhdar. Burokhardt, Syria and Holy Land, p. 659.-R. 
t Pool of Rashide.-A. + Pilgrimarre statiorl.-A. 
? It is possible that the rock of these hills is ferruginous sslnllstorle; the red 
5'OL. XX. i 
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Our course across these mountains was NV. S.W. for 84 h. 

when we bet,an to descend towards the lower land of al-Gamw 

(Jallu), inclosed on all sides by branches of the Harra range. 

AVinding (lown the mountain side by a circuitous and rugged 

path for 2 h., we reached one of those plains the Arabs call 

Manka'. They denote by this name sterile spots with a hard 

sandy bottom, upon which the waters of the strealns caused by 

the winter rains collect together into a shallow lake, which lasts, 

according to its depth, until tbe water is aT)sorbed by the thirsty 

san(l or evaporated by the sun, when the ground becoming 
parched breaks up into (letaclled clods, separated by dee:x chinks, 
;wnd neler produces a.ny vegetation. Similar places are often met 

with in Arabia, and always known by the same name of Manl.a'. 
Having crossed this manlia' in the direction of its length, S. by E, 

in 11 h., we entered a plaill of soft salld, called al-Mahlr 
(AIahir), which was as exuberant of pasture as the other was 

barren. It lay before us one sheet of verdure, being covered 
with a plant called al-harra (h{irrah), of a bitter but very pleasant 

taste, somethint like our cresses. Tilis is a pasture of which the 

camel is very fond. When dried it is also use(l as a stomachic 
by the Arabs of the towns, who then call it rishad (rishad). For 

5 h. we continued to cross similar fields and sandy hillocks 

covered with a variegated alld aljundant vegetation, which formed 

a striking contrast to the black, dreary declivities of the mountains 
by which they are inclosed. AVe traced in the soft sand the foot- 

steps of tbe herds lately pastured here, and, by following them, 

soon foun(l the tents of the tlibe to which my companion belonved. 
The land of al-Harra (Harrah), of svhich al-Gaww (Jaww) 

forms the southern and almost only inhabitable part, is an extetl- 

sive plain of sancl, of the same character as al-Hisma (Hisml) 
and the Negd Nufood (Nejd Nufudh), and is bounded on the 

W. by the 'rellama or Shefaa (Tehamah or Shefa) chain through- 
out its extent, between Muweilah an(l VVegh (XVe jh); on the N. 

by the land of al-lSisma (Hisma) and that portion of the Harra 
(E5arrall) mountains which extends from el-Zawue (Zawiyeh) 
north-eastwards, alont, the edge of al-Hisma (Hisma) and by 

Wadi Uweinid, as far as tEle plain of Tebook (Tebuk), where 

the hills turn round at an acute angle to the S.; on the E. by the 
irregular ridges of these mountains, which run down, from the 

angle just mentiolled, parallel to the Shefaa chain, alon", the valley 
of Darb al-Bekra to Higr (Hijr); ald on the S. by a cross branch of 

colour heing due to the presellce of oaiide of iron, which becomes a black peroxide 

after havlng imbibed more oxygen froln the atmosphere, and thus small fragments 

become externally quite black, and from the action upon their surface, have very 

much the appearance of cinders. The same thiolg may be observed in the 

walley of Koseir, abotlt 12 miles W. of the town of Koseir oll the road to Keune, 

in EC,ypt.A. 



the samve mountains, palallel with the pOl'2iOll of them fiorming 
the northern bollndary, and running from al-Tellam; to al-Higr, 
where it meets the part of the range forming the eastern boundary 
at an obtuse angle; so tllat the land of al-Harrti (Harrah) may 
be considered as a rhomboid) with its angles facing the four car- 
dinal points. The width of this land, from Darb al-Bekra 
(Darbu-l-Bekrah) to tile SheAa chain, is reckoned at 2 days, and 
its len^,tll from al-Hisma to Wa(li Negd (\vadi Nejd) at 5 days' 
30urney with a camel. AVadi Negd (Wadi Nejd) was described 
to me by the Bedouin3 here as a valley running along the southern 
siele of the Harra mallntains, an(l descending in one direction to 
AVegh (0;Vejh), and in another it)wards lMedina; but not having 
visited that part myself, I cannot accurately define its course. The 
I1urra mountains on the side of AVadl Negd (0;Padi Nejd) I have 
reason to suppose to le +ery irret,ulal, and intersected by sandy 
valleys running in a south-east direction from the Nufood, land of 
al-Gaww (Jauu). Of these valleys the most considerable is the 
AVadl 'Awrish ('Aur;sh), whel e the Beltr tribe have long possessed 
date plantations, and in rainy year3 cultivate oats and maize.* 

The Bely tribe clairn the exclusive possession of the whole of 
the land of Al-E4arra. The tribe generally dwell in Al-Gaww 
(Jauu), where, without their especial permission, no other Be- 
douins have a right to encawmp. Notwithstanding tlle advantageous 
situation of their (listrict between the shore of the Re(l Sea, Al- 
Higaz (Hijaz), and Negd (Nejd), and its easy means of com- 
munication with Mregh (0Vrejh), 'l'ebook ('rebuk), Teima (Teima), 
and Medina (l\fedinah), they seldom move out of it. But, as the 
land has 1lo wells nor water, except wlwat remains after rains in 
pool3 and cavities among the rocks, which form natural cistertls 
(gabw-jabw), the Belys are sornetimes, ill years of drought, com- 
pelled to go in search of water and pasture for their cattle into 
remote districts about the neighbourhood of Damascus and 
Aleppo, where, for instance, they passed the spring of the year 
1846. It was to the same part3 of Arabia, andto the country 
about Hams,8 tllat, according to al-Sam'any (Sem'ani), in his 
Ansab (Ansab), the former occupiers of al-ISarra, the powerful 
tl ibe of Suleim, used to migrate. 

The Bely, altllough not a very numerous, were a rich tribe, 
possessing plenty of horses and cattle till 1847, when they weIe 
surprised by a large party of Huweitat, of the clan of Ibn al-Gaz, 
from AYadl Moosa (\Vadi Musa), whsch stole 1lpon the pasture 
groun(ls arlcl marlaged to carry of all thseir horses and tlle greater 
nurilber of their camels before the owners were aware of the 
ellemy's presence. 1'hey ha(l, however, already illdenlnified 

* Prohably dhurrah sorghum vulgare; or saccharatum.-R, 
t The ancient Emesa (Hemesa).-Plill,-A, 
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themselves pretty well, for though still without horses, they had 
secured a considerable llumber of ctlmels fFom the Sherarat and 
other neighbouring tribes, towards whom dleir relations were such 
as to justify muttlal war an(l plunder. 

Fearing the growing power of the Shammar Arabs, and the in- 
creasing authority of their Sheikh, Ibn al-Rashid, who is of the 
Wahhaby creed, alld, in the name of Ibn Sa'ood (Sa'ud), the so 
styled Imam and cllief governor of all Negd (Nejd), attacks and 
subdues those tribes who ha^7e not yet yielded to his sway, ander 
the pretence of a holy war against infi(lels, as the WVahhaby 
puritales call all other Mliuhammadans, the Bely tribe lately 
joined his confederacy by voluntarily paying him the tribute com- 
nandeel in the KorAn under the name of Zika.* This member- 

ship of the confederacy, however, neither entitles them to any 
protection from Ibn al-Rashld against hostile tribes, nor imposes 
upon thenl any constraint in their transactions with other Bedooins, 
whether of the confederacy or not; and the Bely still claim the 
same ric,ht as forlnerly to levy the Khawe (Khaweh) tribute from 
Teima, althout,h that village belongs to, and is inhabite(l by, 
Shammar Arabs. They albo levy the same tribute on the town 
of 'Elat ('Ela), which, though belonging to their tribe, is under 
the protection of the Turkish pasha of AIedma (Medina), and by 
him assessed for the Zika. The B-ely likewise claim Wegh 
(07\Tejb) on their own account; but its inhabitants are secured 
by the Egyptian government frorn all extortions except its own. 
The last-named place gellerally supplies the Bely tribe with 
grain, brought at a low price from Ikoseir, on the Egyptian shore 
of the Red Sea; A;\radl 'Awrish (XVadi 'Auribh), Teima, and 
Ela ('Ela), with dates; and the pilgrims with coee brought 
from al-i-.tigaz (Hijaz), and with clothes from Syria or Egypt. 

The territory throllgh ̂ shich they should escort tlle Iiarawans 
extends, on the Egyptian road, from Dhoba (Dhob?) to Wegh 
(AVejh), and, on the Syrian, from Birkt al-Mu'adhdham: 
(Mu'a(.lhdhaln) to Higr (Hijr). At Dhoba (Dhoba), the Ben 
'Ukba ('Ukbah) are relieved in guarding the Egyptian karawan 
by the Bely clans of iUu'akile (lMu'akileEl), Aradat (Aradat), and 

* The Zika, or legal alms, although made obligatory, are not defined by the 
Koran. 'l'hey are fixed by the Hadith, or traditions of the Prophet, collected in four 
vw orks of orthodox authority, and respectively named Sahlh Bokhary, Sahih Muslim, 
Sahlh Turmady, and Sahlh Rawandy. The first is the most esteemed. Sale says 
that Zika, or the legal al;lls, according to the prescriptions of the Mohammedan law 
are to be given of five things:-Ist, of cattle, i. e. of camels, kine, and sheep * 2nd 
of mone; 3rd, of corn; wth, of fruits, vi. dates and raisins, al:d, 5th, of wares 
sold. Of each of these a certaitl I)ortion is to be given in alms, l)eillg usually 1 part 
in 40 (Sale, Prelim. Disc., p. 110). Soe also, for full information oll the subject of 
alms, D'Ohssoll's Vie.v of the Othoman Customs, Laws, and Ceremonies, wherein, 
under the religious code, alms, eleemosynary and legal, are tl eated at length. There 
i.s an English translation of the religious code itl 1 vol. 4to., Philadelphia, 1788.-A. 

-t Also 'E1i. + The great pool or lake.-A. 
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Benl toot (L?t), who dwell in an(l near 07Vadl Fera'; and the 
(]8e0rt of the Syrian pilgims on their way is continued by the 
Muwahlbs (Muwahibs)) the pr;ncipal clan of the Benl Bely, to which 
the family of their chief, Sheikh Ibn Dama (Dama), also belongs. 

The Bely is the first tril;)e in this part whose dialect assimiIates 
to that spoken in by the inhabitants of Negd (Nejd), and the 
'Eneze Bedouins? uJhich diflers prillcipally from that current n 
the towns, and among Arabs of a less unmixed race, lvy its 
fi equent use of the tanwin, and by certain grammatical forms and 
idiomatic expressions frorn the ancient language; and st.ill more 
strikirlgly by the peculiar pronunciation of the letters k (kaf) and 
k (kaf), called kasAkslshe,* by the Alabian grammarians. 

The Beni Bely profess themselves to have adopted the reformed 
creed of the \Vahbabiye (Wahhabiyeh), and as a proof o-f their 
sincerity, pay the Zika tribute, and reguIarly observe the daily 
prayers and the rites aIld ceremonies prescribed to that sect; but 
saving these matters they are a3 ignorant of tlle fundamental 
doctrines of Islam ant evillce as much indiSerence to the schoIastic 
subtlety of its jurisprudence as the other Bedooins 

Althollgh said to be a brelnch of the Kahtaniye (Kahtaniyeh) 
of Yemell, I thought I could trace in their features a closer re- 
semblance to those of the 'Erleze and other Syrian kribes de- 
scended from the 'Adnaniye ('Adnaniyeh), thatl in the case of the 
F.fuweitat (Huweitat) and the Bedooins of western Arabia and 
Egypt. Many of the Beni Bely uTere of a fair complexion, which 
is very ralely seen in the desett, never, I think, amongst any but 
the northern tribes.t It was llOt only their feattlres and languaw 
which rezinded me of the 'Eneze, but their character seenled to 
be marked by much of that profuse hospitality which distinguishes 
the Bedooins of the interior from their lleighbours on the otlt- 
skirts of the desert; they l-lave likewise a great deal of tho 
vivacity all(l lighttless of mind so commotl among the northerll 
Arabs, but so breign to the austere and rigid manners of the 
WVahhabiye. 

* i. e. pronouncing $hese letters when final, in certain cases, as if written kash 
and kash. 

t Thougll this m-ay be generally tnle, men of a fair complexion are certainly 
found in the hilis of Yaman, aTl(l near 'Adan. A principal sheikh from the neigh- 
boulhov(l of Lahg-so named after Laht, the son of Ghawth (Wail in al-Kamos) 
the son of Kutn, th{? son of 'Azab, the soll of Zuheil, the son of Ayman, the sol; 
of al-Hameisa', the son of Haliar, of the Kahtariye (Muagamu-l-Buldan, in oce 
Lahg)-18 miles N.N.V. of nAdan, whom i saw in 1841, mas decidedl} faur, with a 
bearal inclirling to a red(lish tinge. 1 also recollect having seeIl an Albino boy at 
'Adan, but such a case was a phenomenon. T}le view taken by Dr. BtalliI1 seems 
to go no further than that fail skins amon the present Arabs are mole peculiar to 
the nc)rtllerll and their killdred tribes of the 'Adnoiniye. It may l)e mentioned in 
corroboration of this that the Je-s ill Yaman, and particularly at 'Aden, as compared 
with the majority of the inhabitallts, are a fair race-those who may be considered 
in better circumstances especialls so. It has been surmised that these Jesvs migrated 
to Yaman upon the final destl uctioIl (f the temple of Jerusalem by Hadrianf-A. 
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In the book of Al-Ealkaske}dyS so often qzloted by-}ne ft 
stated that " the Benoo Bely are of the race of Kuda'S of the 
Rahtiniye. rShepatrial noun iQM their name is Belawy. tI'hey 
are of the posterity of Bely son nf Amroo (Amru) son of A1- 
Harith (Harith), son of Kudaa (Kudhaall).$ The authar of 
Iesalik Al-Abcar says:- " rrheir abodes are now in DamaS 
which is the land between 'Uinon Al-Kasab an(l Akra (Akra), at 
the mouth of the defil@ (fumm Al-}Wadlk) f alld the escort of the 
pilgrims through this land devolxres upon them. Part of them 
tlwell in Upper Egypt.' Al-Hamdany (Hamdanl) says, '4 theil 
dwelling places are i fXkhmlmf (Akhmim) and in the land south 
of that town.> The SUioon Al-lERasab and Al-.Nkra (Akra) are 
by Ibn Ayas in his book entitled Nashk Al- Ashar described to 
be " pilgrim stations on the shore of the Red Sea.' He con- 
t.inues-' In the 7uioon Al-Kasab there are Spring3 of running 
waterS around which grO%tS the Pelsiall reed. It is a resting 
place for the pilgrims, who pitch their tents otl the bank and bathe- 
themselves and wash their clothes in the sprincs. rrhis is the spot 
of which tll>e poet speaks when saying- 

" My friends do not forget your vews to the llemeless yollth 
Whose colnpatlioll is sorrown and whose eyes are w-et with tears 
He rememberetl }is vows to you on the way to Al-Higaz, 
Alld neither in Al-'Uioon nor in Akra did he taste of slumber." 

In a list of the pilgrimfftations on the Egyptian road giverz by 
an autllor named Hafidh Ahmad, in a sHistorical Compendillul 
of Egypt,'t the Uioon Al-Easab is mentioned as the first station 
north of Muweilah. That station at the present day is only known 
mder the abbreviated form of its name, Al-Uioon as the 
Arabian poet quoted also calls it7 but there can be no doubt about 
its identity with the 'Uioon Al-Wasab of the geographers, Akra 
(Akr?) (in the list of Ahmed erroneously written Akra Akrah) 
which is the first station south of al-AVegh (0ATejh) is placed on 
the map of Arabia by Berghaus in flIC nlouth of a moulltain defile 
(fumm Al-5ftdlk). 'Uioon Al-KaRab and Akra are? tlle limits 
assigned to Btadl Dama and to the possessions of the Bely trit}e 
;n imer t.imes. The present boundaries of the district, through 
which, as belonging to them, the Benl Bely are bour}d to escort 
the Egyptian pilgrimsS are, as before mentioned, Dioba (Dlloba) 
and Wegh (Jejh), and of tllis that part only lyillg between 
lthoba and Istabl Antar, which is now called Wadl I)ama. 

rrhe first inhabitants of Al-Harra werc as I have noticed 

-$ The Benl Bely are of the Hamaric stock of Boda'a, the son of Ham-ar, the 
son of SabaS the sn of Yasthab, the soll of Yarab, t}se son of 0 ahtan (Joktan), the 
son of 'Aabar [Ebel], the son of lSalihS or Shalih [Salak), the son of Arfahshadh 
tArphaxad], the son (f Sslm [Shemn, th> son of Ntoah [Nleah]. Poc. Spec 42; 
al3d Aboo-l-Feda, ad c;lcems Poc. 471, 423.-it. 

t No 9972 of the Brit. lVIus. MSS.-W. 
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according to still current traditions, the once powerful tribe of 
Benl Suleim, who, besides this land, are said to hase occupied the 
towns of Teima and I<beibar. Of this now vanished tribe A1- 
Kalkashendy gives the following account: the Benl Suleim are 
a powerful tribe of Keis; the patrial noun from their name is 
Sulamy; they are of the posterity of Suleim, son of Mansoor 
(Mansiir), son of 'Akrama ('Akramah), son of Khasafa (Khacafah), 
son of Keis. Suleim had ason Buhta (Ruhtah), throuth whom 
his whole race is descended. The autbor of A 1 -'Ibar says, 
s; their abodes were in the lclnd called 'Aliiet Negd (Aliyat 
Negd), that is, the higher parts of Negd, near Kheibar, and that, 
besides other lands, they possessed Harrat Beni Suleim, and 
Harrait Al-Nar, lying bet^veen AVadl Al-Kura and Teima. The 
sllme allthor adds-" In the present day there are no traces of 
them in their origillal land, but numbers of them are to be found 
in Afrlkiya," &c. The author of the Kit b Al-Buldan states, 
the lands known by the name of Al-Harra (Harrah) in Arabia to 
be eight, to two of uhich he gives the abose-mentioned names of 
Harrat Benl Suleim and I-Iarrat Al-Nar, without further deter- 
mining their situation. Although the present Harra of the Benl 
Bely, which I have endeavoured to describe, is not situated pre- 
cisely between Teima and V\7adi Al-Kura (0tadi-l-Kurah), 
as stated by the autlsor of Al-'Ibar, I can only regard it as 
identical with the Hatra of the Beni Suleim. 

WVith regard to Wadi Al-Isura (Wadi-l-Kurah) the author of 
the Nashk Al-A^har deseribes it to be a valley in the land be- 
tween Medina and Syrin*, and possessing a eastle built amidst 
mountains, in whieh are exeavated grotto habitations. Tlle soil 
of this valley, he continues, is called Al-Athalib, which signifie3 
traets covered with stones and rubbish; and here dwelt the people 
of Themood, whose well, from B'hich they drank by tums sxith 
the eamels of Salih, is still to be seen. 'the description by Ibn 
Al-'Athir, in his book of Tuhfat Al-'Agaib, amounts to the same 
th;t]g. The author of the Awdah Al-Mesalik eorltradiets Ibn 
Hawkal, who plaees the town of Higr in the mollntains l)f A1- 
Higaz at a llistance of one day's Journey from NVadl Al-Kura, 
and himself determines thc distanee between the two plaees 
to amount to more than five days. Al-Sam'any, in the Kitab 
Al-Ansab, gives the distance between Higr and AVadl Al-I(ura 
18 miles. Other geogra)hel s in specifying the limits of the 
Arabian Peninsula state the Red Sea to extend aloog the eoast 
from Eile, by Mudian, W\ra(li Al-Kura, and Yambu', &c., down 
to ltl-Yaman. I7pon weighing the diserepallcies between these 
statements, by the Arabian authors, of the situation of \Vadl A1- 
Kura, I coneeive that the mouth of that valley ought to be sought 
br on the eoast between Mudian and Yambll', probably at 
AAregh and its hetld at lligr, wilere old exeavations of t}Xe? same 



character as these ill WVadi Moosa, and a mountairl bearing the 
name of Gabal Al-Nalsa, still attest the abodes of t.he men 
of Themood and the miraculous she-camel of Salih.* On the map 
of Arabia by 13erghaus, a valley close ly WIedlna is markede with 
the name of Wadi Al-Kura. Tile author of Awdah, when 
stating the above-snentioned distance of 5 days' journey between 
Higr alld Wadl Al-Kura, doe3 not explain whetLer the situation 
of that salley is by Al-AVegh, to the W. of Higr, or by Medina, 
to the S. of it. In either case, he would be neally right in the 
distance, which, from Higr to \0?egh in the one direction, or to 
Medina in tlle other, i3 now reckoned at about 4 days' journey. 
The diffierence of 1 day may, I think, be attributed to the author's 
over estimating the length of the two rou.ds - a sort of error into 
which I find him liable to fall in most of llis computations. 
Although the name of WVadi Al-Kura seems to be unknown to 
the present Bedooins, I cannot, after the inquiries I made, hesi- 
tate to identify it with the present Wadl Ne^,d (Wadi Nejd), 
mhich extends, as before stated, along the southern side of the 
Iffarra mountains, from the neighbourhood of al-(;amrw (Jauu) 
towards AVegh (NVejh? on one sile, and towardz the interior vf 
the desert, by a south-easterly course, on the other. 

AYhile I was living among the Benl Bely theT had been almost 
daily moving from place to place till they had a^,ain approached 
the plaill of al-Atanlta', whence I first entered the nufood land of 
al-Gaww (Jauu). 

1848. On the 16th of April, I left nly hospitable friends, accompanied 
Apre 16 by a party of 8 men, ^sho, und&?r tile conduct o? my gtlide, the 

'Alild of the tlibe, after having taken me to Teima, intended to 
proceed on a plundering expedition (ma'ira, pl. ma'air) (ma'lrah, 
pl. ma'air) a;,alnst the Sherarat (Shelarat) Bedooins, in the neigh- 
bourhood of al-Gawf (Jauf) Our wcly lay over the dark, broken 
ground of al-Harra, past several l)lack looking peaks,t with al- 
Manka' to our left: after travelling 5 hours in an E. S. E. 
direction, we reached a natural cistern in a hill, where we found 
good rain-water; and this being the appointel rendezvous for other 
adventurers who were expected to make up their mind to join the 
expedition, wheIl we left the tribe, we made a halt for the night. 

Ap 17 0I1 tbe 17tll, we were awakened early by the arrival of new 
volunteers, or, as tlley were called, partners, in the expedition. 

* For an accollnt of the mission of the prophet Salih to the people of Themood, 
arld the Inirac]e of callsing, at their request, the she camel (Naka) to issue from the 
rock, for corlvelting them to the faith of the only true God, see Isma'ail lbn 'Aly 
(apud Muracci), Koz an, ch. wii. aya 73, note. Salih is supposed to have lived be- 
tseen the time of Htl(l alld of Abrahlnl, alld by Bochart to have been the same 
with Peleg, Gen. xi. 16. Salah of Ge] xi. 12, was the grandfather of Peleg. 
D"Herbelot, however, considels ,<alih to be the salmle with the last-mentiolled patri- 
arch, Salah. See Sale, Prel. Disc., pp. (i, 7; and Koran, pp. 123, 124.-A. 

r Dr. lYallil] saas, ' of volcanic appearal.ce ;" but see note at p. 321, and also 
text, p. 3.29.-A 
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57Ve rose immediately and continued our jollrney, which for 44 h. 
was olrer the same kind of dark, mountainous ground, and in the 
same direction of E. S. E. as yesterday, when we reached the lralley 
of Darb al-Bekra (Darbu-l-Bekrah), which has here a rocky, uneven 
surface, and a much greater expallse than where I hacl crossed 
it higher up to the N.; so much so, as to lose the appearance of a 
xralley. \Ve then passed over irret,ular ranges of lofty hills, alld 
in 2 h. 20 m. came to the high road of the Syrian pilgrims, at a 
spot about 3 hours' journey N. of Dar al-Hamra (Daru-l- 
Haxnrah), which is the third station south of 'l;ebook (rrebuk). 
The pilgrim road here takes for a considerable distance a sollth- 
eastern course, through a broad and extensive valley, bordered on 
its north-eastern side by higher and more regular ranges of hills 
than those we had just crossed, but which are probably an eastern 
branch of the same system, although the volcanicX aspect and thfe 
layer of black fIagments by which the natural red colour of the 
sandstone is hid in other parts of the Harra mountains, is now no 
lollger observable. AVe crossed this valley in a S. S. E. direction 
in l h. 20 m., and then began to ascend the hills on the opposite 
side, through a defile called Aboo Guneib (Abfi Gllneib). The 
view from the top of the defile, as far as the eye could reach, dis- 
co-ered a succession of undulating sandstone hills, becoming gra- 
dually lower towards the E., and crossed by winding valleys, 
opening into a larger olle called NVadi Marta (Wadi Marta), 
which runb parallel with the pilgrim road, and gradually widens 
with a south-east descent. 

On the 18th, our way continued through the same defile for 1848 
40m., when, turning to our left, we entered a lateral valley, ill APr l8 
which we proceeded in a N. 1i. direction for l h., and afterwards 
with a course due E. for 1 h. lOm. The rnlountains had now 
deereased to undulating stony table-lan(l; and instead of sandy 
valleys with arta bushes, through whie}l we had lately passed, w-e 
had shallow rocky ravines. After a mareh of 7ih., in an easterly 
direction, over much rough around, we arrived at a eistern fortned 
in the side of a l-lill, on the edge of a large plain which commenees 
here, under the name of al-Hala (Halah), and extends, with few 
interruptions, as far as al-Kasim (Kasim). M7e filled our water- 
skins in great haste ft om the cisteril; which was well supplied, and 
immediately eontinued our journey; for my eompanions, though 
on a plundering expedition, were afraid of encountering any 
hostile party of Bedouins stronger than their ou-n on a similar 
rnission, and did not eonsider us safe before we had the cistern 
1> h. behind us. During tllis day's march we made continual 
cireuits to avoid our footsteps on the soft sand being tracked by 

* See Ilote p. 391.-A. 
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others who might happen to pass the same way g but on reaching 
the hard ground of some dried-up pools, or maxlka's, which crossed 
the plain we Ieslluled an eastexly course until we made a halt 
for the nigElt. 

1%48. On the l9th we continlled our journey by a rather tortuous 
Apr- 19 course across manka's and along the bottoms of low flat valleys, 

and in 6 hours and 10 minutes arrive(l at Teima (TeimA), our 
march having been somewhat lengthened by the detours we had 
made. 

Teima is allowe(l by all the fNrabs of the present day to belong 
to Negd (Nejd), and may be regarded as one of the frontier 
towns on the western side of that region. The reason why the 
country ̂ ^ebt of Teima is not considered to be a constituent part 
of Negd (Nejd), is, I believe, that this western tract, taken in its 
wllole extent, forms the bottom of a gently sloping sa]ley, fiom 
w}3ich a person on having passed to the higher nufood land of Negtl 
(Nejd) has ascended (iIzgad).* 

The regicon of Negd (Nejd) commences on the vast plain of 
northern Arabia 1Y1I1g betTA-een t.he Syrian mountains and the river 
Euphrates, and extends, with the Sheraa and Shefaa chain for its 
western boundary, and the sand hillocks of \\ladl Sirhan (Wt di 
Sirhan) which begin about two days S. c)f Damascus and continue 
as ranges of the nufood (nuidh) land of Ne;d as far as the gra- 
nite mountain of Agas for its eastern l)oull[lary, down to the 
neighbourhood of Teilna, where it opens with tlle lan(l of al-Hala 
(Llulah) into another considerable plain corresponding in its gene- 
ral features with the northern part, and stretciling from Medlna 
(Medinah) and Taif (Ttiif) along the chain of Gabal al 'Arifl 
(Jabal al 'Aridh), which iS the southern limit of Negd, to the Per- 
sian Gulph. l'l1e first of these tracts, though regarded as a plain 
I thiIlks would be more properly considered as a1i extensisJe valley 
gradually dimillishing in width between the boundaries n1enticxned 
abonTe, and descending towards al-Hala (Halah), whence the sl0l3e 
is imperceptibly continuecl to the Persian Gulph. Takell in the 
aggregate, Nejd presents an undulating and rocky surfaceS inter- 
sected, on the wfest, I)y offislloots of the hilly ranges which run out 
froul the western chains, and, in otller places, +aried by the occur- 
rence of broken groups, and cf isolated hills and peaks, apparel1tly 
unconnected xvith each other. The plains among these hills are of 
greater or less expanse; (lnd consist sometimes of soft nufoo{.l 
sand, producing a scanty desert vegetation, and, solnetinles, of a 
hard and barren soilS totally destitute of verdule arld life. 1z1 the 

* Ingad, which 8;gIlifies he useeazded, aled more t)articular]y up to hiall land, such 
as Negl, is ols the 4th or causative form of the verE) from the root rle:,(l, naealling as a 
verb ouercameX an(l, as a llOllIl, tixe legiell here re{erled to, atld also high land ils 
gelleralX as contradistilsgllished from lower alltl.See i\7eyd ill n. at +. 51.-A 
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western parts sandstone exclusively predominates; blocks of lime- 
stone are occasionally seen in the nufood (nufidh) and adjacent 
land3; but granite as far as I could ascertain, is never met with, 
except in the Tay (Tai) mountains. On account of its rocky 
soil, Nejd has scarcely any water, and ma- be characterised as 
one of the most sterile and desolate parts of Arabia. In the year 
1845 I crossed this country from near al-1'afile (Tafileh) to 
WVa(li SiIhan (Wadi Sirhan), on a fast camel, in 52 hours (260 
miles ?), and on that line I estimated the distance from the Syl ian 
pilgrim road above Dar al-Hamra by Teima, to the nearest 
nufood tract in Negd, at about 24 hours journey only. 

The population of Teima may be estimated at one hundled 
families, all of the tribe of Shalnmar. They are of two clans the 
one called 'Aly ('All) tlle other Hamde (Hamdeh). The Ben1 
Shammar differ considerably in tlie characteristics of lace from 
the 'Erleze (Anezeh) tribesX of the surrounding desert. In the 
features of the Enese ('Anezeh), a Syrian, and occasionally a per- 
fectly Jewish cast is pNainly perceptible; in those of the Shanlmar 
an expression predominates which remirlds us of their being kin- 
dred to the Arabs of Yaman. This community of race I fancied, 
I could always tracc ill thf tribes descended from the Kahtaniye, 
although, certainly, more or less distinctly, according to the time 
which may have elapsed since tlle respective tribes migrated from 
their original abodes; and under indications of greater or less 
purity of descent according to tileir subsequent intermixture with 
tlle inhabitants whozn they found in the lands in which they settled. 
Tlle Bcnl Sharnmar bsing according t.o their own tradition one 
of the tribes wl-o emigrated latest from Southerll Arabia, retaill 
the Yamany features of their ancestors in a greater degree, per- 
haps than any other tribe from that country; and so remarkable 
is the peculiar cast of their countenance, that it can hardly fail to 
strike ally one who sees tllem, at least after having recently been 
among the Eneze Bedouins. 

The Ben1 ShamTnar are under the authority of Ib1l al-Rashld, 
the chief Sheikh of clll the Shamrllar in Negd. In their govern- 
ment, like other AVahhabiye, they follow the Islam jurisprudence,t 
more than the tl aditional law of the desert. In causes of import- 
.lnce, the parties are sunlmoned to Hail (Ha,l) to appear before 
Ibn al-Raschld (Ibnu-l-Rashid), who, aftel consulting his Kadl, 
gives his decision according; to the doctrines of the orthodox sect 
of Ahmad al-Hanbaly, to which the WVahhabiye have adhered from 
the beginning of their reforulatory career. Some modern authors 
have alleged that the WAlahhabiye adopt the Hanaf5r creed; others, 

* Tbe 'Enese are the (lescenalants of Asad, tlle s()11 of Rabl' the sorl of Nasal, the 
son of Ma d, the son of 'Allrlazl of tlle poste)rity of Istrla il.-Poc. Sw?ecv, pp. 46, 47. 

t See Appendix, p. 34S. 



that they have established a creed of their own and constitute a 
distinct sect. Both assertions are equally unfounded.$ The Wah- 
habiye are merely reformers, and follow the rite of al-T4anbaly. 

Teima stands on a rnass of crystalline limestone, very slightly 
raised above the surrounding level. Patches of sand, which have 
encroached upon the rock, are the only spots which can be culti- 
vated. The inhabitants, Slowever, have consi(lerable date pianta- 
tion-s which yield a great variety of tlle fruit, of vrY-hich one kind, 
called al-h-ulxva (hulwah), the s?zeet, is esteen]ed the best flavoured in 
all Arabia. Grai;a is also c1lltivated, especially oats of a remarkably 
good quality, but the produce is never sufficient for the w?tnts of 
the inhabitants. rlthe greater portion of the gardeIls are watered 
from a copious well, called blr al-haddag (blr-al-haddaj)> in the 
middle of the village, but ulole distant plantatzons are irris;ated 
from wel-]s near them. The hydraulic contrivance, by which water 
is raised for distribution through channels among the plantations 
is tEle same as is used throughout Mesopotamia as well as in A:egd, 
viz. a bucket of camel-skin llung to the end of a long lever, 
moving upon an upright pole fixed in the grouIld.t The revolving 
sakiie,: or water-wheel of Egvpt, seen occasionally in the towns on 
the coast, is never found }}ere. This, as ̂ sell as the style of the 
houses, and the cultivation of the gardens, and many other pecu- 
liarities, reminded me that I had now entered Negd (Nejd). Il1 
the vil]ages on the coast the influence of Egyptian customs is verv 
manifest; iIl those along the Sheraa chaill, and in the interior of 
the desert, as far as al-Gawf (Jauf), Syriall usages predominate. 
Teima shows the first indications of a different sort of cinlizatioll 
brought, as it appears to me, from Mesopotamia into the adjacent 
part of Arabia, and gradually aclopted throughout Negd (Nejd). 

The distance from Teima to 'Elah ('Elah)? is estimated at 
* This is confirmed l)y Burokhardt, who .says that " to describe the Wahaby reli- 

gioll would be to recapitulate the Muselman faith," and that "the 'Olemas (of 
Cairc8) declared that they could find llO heresy in the Wahabys."-' Notes on the 
Bedouins,' vol. ii. p. 112, 113; and see 'Materials fior a History of the Wahabys,' 
p. 95, et seq.-A. 

+ The lever at the other end is furnished with a counterweight which nearly 
balances the weight of the bucket full of arater. The water-drawer stands at the 
edge of the well with the rope sustaining the bucket in his hands, and alterIlately 
pu11s the lever down by it until the bucket descends into the well, and jerks the 
bucket, when full, up agaill to the brink of the well, whence it is emptied into a 
trough from- wbich the water is collducted by a channel to its destination.-A. This 
contrivallce is the same as that lepresented by Norden (Traarels, pl. liii.), and 
Niebubr (Travels in Arabia, 'laab. xv. No. iv.). It is also very characteristically 
represented in some oIe WIr. }3onomi's beautiful illustrations of hls tlacts on Egypt 
and Africa.-R. 

: The Persian wheel, called pitcher-wheel (roue ai godets) I)y the Flench. The 
same principle is applied ill the dredgiIlg machines stationed ill the Thames slear 
Woolwich.-R. 

? Also 'Ela ['Elag, TV.'Iw',Ia is pronounced 'Ala in most palts of Asia and 
Africa.-R. Niebuhr spell5 aIld pronounces the same word, ol (D<>scs ip. de 13Ar., 
p. 325).-A. 
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2 days and a half in a south-vesterly direction. There is no 
water a1ong the road,, except, atter rain, in pools and cisterns. The 
inhabitar}ts of'Elah, I was told, are about 300 families, including 
a great many Mutawallidln; they chiefly occupy themselves in a 
small trade which they carry on with the Bedooins of the adjacent 
desert and with the towns of Yanbu', NVe@, alld Medlna. 

fRhe oIlly Arabian autilor by whom I have fowlnal sElAh men- 
tionedS is Ahmed al-Dimashliy who, in bis Akhbslr al-DumralS 
states it to be ;4a villat,e o11 the Syrian pilgrim road, at a dis- 
tance of 5 days' journey from Al-Medlna and situated in a valley 
possessing (late plantations and a spring of running water." It is, 
however,, out of the pilgrimss road about 6 hour3 to the S.XY o{' 
Hi;r (Hijr), the fourth station from trebook (Tebuk). tthe dis 
tance firom Teima (reima) to l:ebook (Tebuk) is reckoned at 
4 days' easy jolurney; htllf way there 1s a reservoir called 'Uhla 
('Uklah3 where water seldom falls to be fbund. From Teima to 
Al-Gawf is 5 days in a nf3rth-north-easterly direction and to 
Kheibar, 3 long days' journey. 

Tile rlot;ces, I llave been fbrtunate enough to find in Arabic 
wvorks of Teima are few and meagre and all amount to the same 
thing YiZ.s tilat 44Teima is a to-n in the Syrian (sic!) desert 
belonging to the tribe of Tay more fruitful in date-trees, and 
in a more prosperous state than Tebook; and that the castle of 
Ablak, attributed to SamSool (Sam'ul ) the son of 'Adiya 
(Adiyah)7 stood here." TIlere are no remains extant of this 
castle, nol does even its name live in the menlory of the present 
inhabitants. A srnall ruined building constructed of hewn stone 
and half buried in sand and rubbish, appeared to me to be too 
inconsiderable to admit of its being identified with the celebrated 
old castle. 

The Bedooins dwelling in the neighbourheed of Teima are 
principally of the SErlese ('Anezeh) tribe. The most powerful 
clans of tllen[l hele are the Fukara) the A7Vuld 'Alg ('Ali), the 
ANuld SoleimanS and the Bishr. The Fukara occupy tlle country 
betweell H;gr (Hijr)? Tebook (Tebuk) Khaibar} and Teima, 
their chief subdivision is tlle Benl Wahab. The AVuld 'Aly 
(>All) and the WVuld Soleiman generally live in the southern parts 
of the Nufood (NuEdh), to the E. of rleima. And the Bishr, of 
whom the leading sub-division is callefl Awagy (7Aw-ajl) f are s}read 
flom these parts of the Nufood which is here succeeded by a 
gravelly soil? as far eastward as Al-Kaslm. The Benl Shammar 
usually prefer the eastern part3 of the Nufood, and the tracts near 
to Irah whither during the last century tlley have been emigrat- 
ing, clan after clan, and family after filmily. As, however, all 
these clans l1sc ln frendly lntercourseS frequently entamping in 
tlle ssame place and mixing tcfigether, it is difficult to detetmirle 
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the boundaries of their territories. Towards the close of spring 
when water and pasture are scarce in the Nufood (Nufudh), every 

tribe draws nearer to its owrl town or villa^,e, and in ttie time c)f 

the date-llarvest they generally pitch their tents close to the walls 

of their respective towns. 
1848. On the 26th of April I left Teima with an 'Awagy Bedooin of 

Apr 26* the Bishr clan, who, having travelled from Hail (:E5ail) to :Egypt 

as a guide to a party of men sent in charge of twenty horses for 

'Abbas PaAsha, was now returnillg to his home. At tlle distance 
of l b. S. of Teima we passed the solitary peak of Ghuneim, and 

leaving it on our right halld entered on an opeIl tract csllled 

Sananiyi! (Sanalliyeh). After tra^relling without any I)alt for 

15 hours over this tract, and a coutinuation of it called al-}<hawla 
(Iihazilah), we came to an ellcampmeIlt of the Fukara Bedooills 
consistillg of more than 200 tents pitched at the foot of a solitary 

sandstone hill named Gabal Bird.* As far as the darkness would 
allow me to observe, for the greater part of this journey was made 

in the night, our way passed over an unbrolien plain bounded orl 

the N.E. by Nufood ran^,es, and extending to tlle S.W. without 

visible limit. The Nufood was, as well as I could guess, about 

5 hours from our route, arld had the appearance of the declivity 
of a sandstone rar1t,e of hills risillg above the western low land, 

and runnint, from N. to S;. 
apr. 27. A0Te spent the sshole of the following day in the tents of the 

Fulval^a BedooiI1s. In the evening we were joined by a party of 

men from Egypt, where they had been sent at the end of the pre- 

ceding year by Ibn Sa'ood with horses for 'Abbas Pasha; they were 

now on their retura to Riiad (Riyad), the residence of their chief, 

and had with thetn a slave sent by the Pasha to make further 
purchases ofJ Nregdi horses 

Apr. 98. On the 28th we all joined company, and started from the tents 

escorted by one of the Fukara sheikhs and a party of Be(looins. 

Our road continued throtlgh the land of Khawla (Khaulah) in an 

E.S.E. direction, over plains vf soft sand intersected by low hills 

and outlyitlg masses of san(lstone. The general aspect resembled 
that of Al-Hisma, but a gradually increasing undulation of sur- 

face marks the transition to the Nufood. We were travelling 
this day only for 7 h. and 10 m. 

Apr. 29. On the 29th after proceeding for 1 h., we reached a pool of 

watera called taIngheira (Mugheirah), and in 3i h. more caxne to 

the southern declivity of the Nufood land. Our road was now a 

constant succession of ups and downs over undulations of soft and 

loose sand. 24 h. further on, we reached an isolated sandstone- 
hill called 'Irnan ('Irnan), which contains a resersroir of water 

* Bird. cold.-R. 
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named 'Enz. After travelling for 6 h. more we made a halt for 
the night. 

On the 30th our cour?e was, for l h., S.S.E. along the side of 1848- 
another detached sandstone-hill calletl Misma. Beyond it com- APr 30 
nences a cotnparatively level low lancl, gently sloping into the 
extensive valley of AVar1k (XVarlk) or Ghawta (GhaAah),* the 
generic name for this kin(l of land A:Ve travellel a]ong tiliS 
valley with a course due E. for 144 h. 

Ol1 the lst of May we came in sight of the two celebrated Ma7 1- 
granite ranges of Tayt A;a (Aja) and Selma (Selma)> the most 
remarkable in tbis part of Arflbia. Our course lay towards the 
former; arld, after a march of 9 ll. and 40 m. xve reached the town 
of AIawlsalv (Maulsah) at its foot. AVe had graduallv passed 
fiom the soft and looRe land to the befole-mentioned hard gravelly 
soil peculiar to thc land of Gabal (Jebel) Shammar and the 
st)uthern parts of Negd (Nejd) 

On the 2Lld our way lay in a valley running E.S.E., and pass- May 2. 
ing thtout,h the entire breadth of the chain of sga (Aja). \Ve 
travelled tllrou^,h this valley in 9 h. 20 m., and then entered the 
plain, which, under the general name of al-Batin: (al-Batln)+ 
extends between the two mountains of Tay, and, properly speak- 
illg, collstitutes the lalld of Gabal Sharnmar. AfVe rested here 
for the night, near Kafar (Kafar), the largest town in the land, 
and one of the chief abodes of the remaining descendants of the 
ancient Benl Temim (Telniln).? 

On the 3rd, after a journey of 3 h. in an easterly direction, we Ma5' 3 
reached Hail, the residence of the chief sheikh of the Benl Sham- 
mar, and a sort of metropolis of their country. 

- 

* That is, a deep, well-watered valley, receiving streams from all the enclosing 
bills. Such receptacles, originally perhaps lakes, are pecllliarly fertile and de- 
lightful in hot countries: hence the celebrity of the Ghautah of Damascus.-R. 

t The secolld family of the children of Kahlan are the tribe of Tay. At the 
dispersion from Yamall, caused by the inundation of 'Aram, Tay (the father of 
the tribe) went unto the high parts of aI Higaiz [bi Negdi al Higaza], in the moun- 
tains Agaa and Selma; and tlley are knowll as the two mountains of Tay even to 
this day. And as to l'ay he is 'Udad, the SOl1 of Zeid, the son of Kahlan the son 
of Saba, the son of Yashhab, the son of Ya'rab, the son of Kahtan.-Al)oo-l-FedA 
ad cal. PocF Spec, pp. 4j.5-5U.5.-A. 

: Batln, dimin. of BatIl, and meaniny, like it7 a belly, i.e. in the present instance 
the land which forms a belly between the two ranges.-A. 

? The Benl Temlm are for the greater part husbandmen in Negd * their principal 
place of abode is al Hawta, a village five days journey from Deraye southelly, ill 
the direction of Wadl Dowislr, and the birth-place of Ab(lu-l-Wahhai the founder 
of the Wahhabiye. Another cololly of the 'remlm inhabit the town of Kafar (men- 
tioned in the teazt), and are the descelldants of families who fled from Hawta to 
escape the consequences of the blood reverlge. A third colony are husbandmen in 
the villages between Hal) anel hIashad 'Aly. The lSenl Temim are noted for 
their lofty stature, broad heads, and thick beards- characteristics which distin- 
gllish them frorn other Bedouins. Ab(lu-l-Wahhal) is of the Temim clan, called 
al-Wahhahe.-' Bllrokhardt Notps on the BedouRns,' vol. ii p. 9,.-A 
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Our course in going from Teima to Hail hasl been very cir- 
cuitous in consequence of our having taken a direction too much 
to the S. on starting frozn Teima. The usual route to Hail is 
near]y E.S.E., past the hi^,h hill of Hulwan on the border of the 
Nufood, about 8h. from Teima; and tlle distance between the 
two places is commonly estimated at .5 days' jourlley by a camel. 

Reports of disturbances in the territories of Ibn Sa'ood (Sa'ud), 
coupled with other considerations, made rile give up for the present 
an intention I had formed of visiting the eastern parts of Neg(l 
as far as the Per3ian Gulf, all(l I decided on taking the road to 
Baghdad (Baghllad). 

The communication between Gabal Shammar and 'Irak is by two 
different routes; the more (lirect has a N.N.E. by N. course, and 
though ill-supplied with water, and more fatiOuing, is generally 
preferred, as being more secure, by small parties an(l the peace- 
able karawans who resort to 'Irak for purchasing corn and rice. 
The other road at first has a more easterly direction, but is after- 
wards nearly parallel with the former. It is well supplied with 
water atSalmost every station, an(l, in consequence, much fre- 
quented by Bedooins, which makes it less safe, and it is seldom 
followed except by large karawans and strong parties ploceeding 
on warlike expeditions. 

The Mesopotamian pilgrims of the Koofa (Rufah) karawan 
take this road in their journey from Mashad 'Aly to Mekka 
(Mekkah), and its length, at their rate of travelling, is estimated 
at 1 1 days. 'rhe wells orl both roads, as well as all arlcient vil- 
lages and buildings in this lan(l, are ascribed by the 'Arabs to 
Suleiman ibn Dawoocl (Solomon the son of David), who is sup- 
posed to have built them, with the aid of the Gan (Genii), placed 
by the Almit,hty, accorditlg to Muhammedan belief, under his 
power. In more mo(lern times, the Lady Zubeide, the celebrated 
consort of Haroon al-Rashi(l, is said to lave rebuilt the wells on 
the Koofa (Kufah) karawan road, and also to have erected kara- 
wanserais, but of the latter no vestiges are tlow to be seen. 

As the party with which I was to travel consisted only of five 
Bedooins, proceeding to Mashhad'Aly (sA11) in order to pur- 
chase rice, of which their tribe was much in want, we decided on 
takin^, the more secure, b-ut more difficult route, and started on 
the 7th of June from the small village of al-Gadhamiye (Jadha- 
miyeh), distant about 6 h. N.N.E. of Hail (Hall). Our collrse, 
for 51h., was N.N.E., over a plain of nufooel, called Dakky. 
This plain is bordered on the N.E. by Gabal Keisy (Jebel lkeisi), 
a low sandstone lidge stretching frolll N.W. to S.E. On our lett, 
or to the W. was the terminating part of the granitic chaill of 
sta (&ja), whieh here ends in irregular descents, at sotne hours 
distance AV. of Gabal Keisy; and almost in the horizon, behind 
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us we saw the high single peak of al-Gidsidiye (Jidadiyeh). 
Beyond the Keisy ridge begins the plaill of al-lsllatta (Khattah), situated, as the Bedoeirls say between two Itubod lands. A7&e 
crossed al-Khatta (K}lattah), in a N.E. direction, in 7 h., during 
hich we passed, rlearlv irl the centre of the plain, a very deep 

well, called Bir rl'ayim <Bir Tayyem). In suinmer this land is inhabited by the SulabA, the most des?ised clan of the ISeteirn. On the Sth we again crossed a tract of nufoo(l, but Inuch less llndulating than usual. After passing through it for 9.1) h. we 
came to a well called al-Atwa (Atwa.), about 50 fathoms deep, as 
my companions said, built of hexvn stones of good, and evidently 
vely aneient, worklnallsllip. Having continued -our way for 4h. 
more, we stopped to re-st fi3r the night. In the course of to-day's Journey we passed some hillocks wllich appeared to be mere mounds 
of loose sand, known by the gerleral name of r.ratOs (Ta'tis).* On the 9th we passed by low ranges of sandstone hills called 
$etila (Seilah), the filst, with the exception of the mounds of sand 
of yesterday, we had seen since leaving GabaT Keisy. At the distance of 3 h. from Gabal Seila we reached the boundary of the 
nufood, and g;radually descended to a tract of firmer san4; and, 
4 h. further c)nn entered the land Of al-Harnatiye, where we found a 
little water in cavities in the limestone roek. On our left, or to 
the W, we had now the land of al-Hayaniye (Hayaniyell) where 
water L3 also foulld my companions told me, in similar recep- 
{acles; and on the right, at a distance of one (lay's iourney, due 
E., is the land of Leina (Leinah), throllgh which the Koofa lil- 
grims pass. It is znuch freqllented as a place of eflcampment by 
the sulrounding; Bedooins, as water is found abundantly in wel]st 
at a sulall depth fiom ttle surfate. After a Inarch of o1 h more, 
we stopped for the night. On the 10th, 3 b. and 20 m. brought us to a ridge of sand called al-Dahana (Oahanah), which is c()nsidereel as the parent stock and 
as constituting the N.E. bountlary of the nufood. This ridge extends from llear al-Gavvf, from which town we were distant 
nearly 4 days eastward,: without interruptioIl as far as 'Amood al-Kheima 

('Amudu-l-Khalmah) on the shore of tlle Persian Gulf. 
The otller ridges and spurs of the nufood all gradually diminish 
in height as they descend towards that sea, and are more or less 
broken by intermediate tracts of a diffierent soilv and terminate 
before they reach the shore. On the other side of al-Dahana, * 

Ta'oos-peacock.-12. + These wells are even mentiolled by the author of the Kamoos [Kamus] as 
having been Inade by Suleiman ibn Dawood.-W. $ Sic: but qu. about S.E. by S. ?-A. ? Or Rasu-l-Khaimah, Cape Tent, well known by the defeat of the Jawtithimah 
pirates stationed there in 1809.-R. YOL. XX. 

Z 
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towards the Persian Gulf; however, tracts of the soft nufood sand 
occasionally OCCIll'; but have no longer the peculiar character of- 
the higher levels which occupy the centre of the northern desert 
lying between Syria an(l lXIesopotamia. 

We crossed al-DahanaX in half an hour to the land (}f al-Hagara 
(Hajarah), extending from al-Dahana to 'Irak. This is; as its 
name implies, a hard stony tract; its surface presents an anlrarying 
succession of broad ridges, like waves, alternating with gravelly 
plains, without a single hill or other prominent object aboste the 

ndulating level to relieve to tlle eye the dreary monotony of the 
desert-sea, or serve as a land-mark to the traveller on his way 
Otlr general cour3e from (;abal Shamlllar had been learly N.E.; 
but from this place " we took the pole - star between our eye-brows,'2 
to use the Bedouin )hlasee and struck a course due N. After a 
jourlley of 7.2t 1l. we halted for the night. 

On tlle 11th we reached, after travelling 912 h., some wells, calleci 
Hazil, about 20 fathoms deep. They were all lined with hewn 
stone, similarly to that of al-Atwa. AVe proceeded for 1 h. 40 m. 
more, and then lay down for the night. 

On the 12th our journey was continued for 13 h. \Ve passed 
on this day various low ranges, either of limestone or conglo- 
merate sandstone. 

On the 13th, after a march of 2.a ll.v we descended into the low 
plain of al-Magamir (Majamir). Its sandy level wa3 stud(led 
over with hummocks of agglutinated sand, rising to the height of 
the a(0oining land al)ove. 5 h. more brought us to the dis- 
trict of al-Musheiklk (Musheiklk), where we expecte(l to find 
water, but as the summer was so far advanced that the cisterns 
were emptyS we were obliged to- continue our journey through the 
whe}le day withotlt a drop of water to relieve our thirst. Aftelt 
travelling on for 7 h. 20 In. we stopped for the night. 

On the 14th, at tlIe end of 5 h., we reached the cistel ns of Sams-t 
(Samlt), filled our water-skins, and continued our journey for 84 h. 
before we rested for the night. 

On the 15th we reached the northern limit of the land of 

* I}ahna signifies, according to the author of ' Al-Kams)os,' desert, in general" 
(falat): it is also the name of ' a land belonging to Bent Temim in Negd," whic.h 
land may be taken, I thirlk, to be the ridge of salld nve here crossed. 'l'he pIesent 
}nhabitants use dahlaa, or, after their pronunciation, dNhEna in the same sense as. 
they do the word batha, in certain phrases in the signsficatioll of salld, but which 
properly means a place with a gravelly sandy,surface somewhat depressed, so that 
water f'rom higher ground occasionally collects upon it- I CaIlIlOt, hoever, re- 
anember havillg heard dkhclna given by them as a tiame for the whole of the rast 
desert of Nufood, as it sometimes seems to be, by the Arabian geographers, and by 
M. Caussin de Perceval. The general and almost oIlly name ill use at the present 
day for this extensive tract, is Nufood, which word is also used for expressing the 
idea of a sot't, sandy soil in general; although, I must allow, that I have found no 
authority ia the old literature b1 this last signification.-W 
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al-Hagara (HajarMl), and entered an open valletr, where we found some verdure in the slnall acacias, called ill Arabic Sidr. AaVe cro3sed this valley in 4] h., and came to the plain of Gufrat al-'Irali (Jufratu al-'Irak), near the small villacre of Kasr al-Ra- heimy (Kasru-l-Ruhaimi), whence our course as directed to the gilt cupolA of the mausoleum of the Imam 'Aly ('Ali), which was visible on flle horizon. In our road over a crisp sandy soil, xve crossed the dry bed of the old canal of Sllapoor (Shapur) ;$ we thell passed through a defile in the insulated hill of Gabal Sanam (JebelSanam), and afteraforcedmarchof 12h. without stop- pillg during the night, reached Mashad 'Aly,t the end of our Journey. 
_ 

APPENDIX TO DR. Mi-ALLIN'S PAPER. 

NOTE.-Stseis, p. 1. 
In a foot-note to Wellsted's account of Arabia, at p. 51 of vol. G of this 30urnal 1836, Sllreis is stated to signify"alittlemoth,"as if theword, in coIlsequence of its lzeing of the dimitlutive form of '4 sus," a moth, or, more properly, a nveevil, ha{l beell adopted for the name of this tOWIl. It is not merltioned upon what authority so casual an etymology is suggested, nor has a reference to the various memoirs in the ' Description de I'Egypte,' and to the classical and some Arabian geographers, and other writers, resulted in satisfactory itlformation upon the orifJin of the present tOWll, or the reason of its being called Suweis. Amia the general obscurity whieh surrounds the comparative geography of the places which llave slleceeded each othel as conlmercial ports to lower Egypt at the head of this arm of the Red Sea, all that call l)e addllced within the eonlpass of a slote is as follows. 

Pithom (Ex. i. 11), Patoumos (Herod. ii. 158), and Heroopolis ($trabo, Geog. lib. 16, p. 768, &c.), are the earTiest names with +hich history acqllaints us- but whether of the same town, or of diSerent towns and whether situated near the present head of the gulf or towards the head of the l3itter La3zes, are ques- tions that have been much discussed, but; not settled, l)y the learned. A useful illdication, with authorities, to what has been writtell OI1 the subject, will be found in Malte-Brun (Geogr., TraLnsl., London, 1823, vol. iv. p 50). The Daneon Portus and Charandla Sinus of Pliny (Hist. Nat., lib.vi. c. 29) were, as the terms iIIlplV, names for l)ays or anchorages, and are supposed to have leen near the present Sllweis The Ilext naules in the series of towns are the Heroopolis of Ptolemy (lib. iv. c. 5)- if in reality as Malte-Brun supposes, it be a second town of that name--Arsinoe or (:leopatris (Strabo) lib. xxii. p. 804, edo 1707. Plin. ut supra, &c.)- Clvsma (Ptol., lib. iv. c. 5); Ktilzum (Yakutu-l-Hamawy; Kamus, &c.) * and Su;reis. These last mentione(l tOWIIS, whose joint xra extends back through a period of 2300 years, are supposed to have been situated ery close to each other. Arsinoe, built by Ptolemy Philadelphus in the third century B.C., iS mentioned by Ptolemy the geographer, in the secolld cerltury- A.D., or upwards of 4(X0 years after its founda- tiOll, as then still a town, and as situated 20 miles to the N. of (,l) sma (lib. iv. c. 5) and this last place, itCochart (Plaleg, col. 107, sub s. Cl-sma) supposes to have sent a bishop to the Council of Chalcedon in 451 A.D. Dean VinceIlt ('Commerce, &c of the Antiellts,' vol. i. p. 5;") considers Kulzum to be all Araljic corrllption of xAv?, which seems to impl) a place by the sea-shore- although Bochart (ut supra) had suggested that it ought to be written xAsya, or xAs;'waR from Xel to 
* Shah-Poor-the son of the king.-A. 
+ The place of 'Ali's martyrdom.-R. 

Z 2 
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shut, in reference to its assllmed positioll as a port at tI}e entrance of the famed 
carlal across the isthmus. The author of the Kamus and other writers, however 
derive the name of' Kiilzum to this town and the adjacent sea from its Arabic sifflni- 
fication5 '; to swallow up,o' sn allusion to Pharaoh's host having been swallowed up 
by the waves near the same spot (Abu-l-Feda, in ':Oescrip. de l'Eg",' tom. xi. 
p. 366; Ben Ayas, idena, p. 367; Kamus, in vj KuIzum; Golius, in notis ad 
Alferg., p 88). In 997 A.V. (A1 Mesihhy, in ' Deserip. de l'kDg.,' tom. xi. p. 387) 
Kulzum appears to have been the plaee where the dues on vessels svere levied; b-ut 
Yakutu-l-Hamawy, in his book ' Mu'agamu-l-Buldan,' written ln the beginrling of 
the thirteellth century, or 230 years later (sub v. Kulzum), states that ' it was (then) 
a rnin, with a gate, alld that a place laear to it, called Suweis, had become the port 
and that it also was like a ruill, an(l had not many inhabitants." 

Ill the Kamus, and ln the European lexicons, with the exception of Meninski's 
where Golius in llOtiS ad AlfUrganum, is cited, the word Suweis does llOt occur. 
All that Gollus says in the above worLi (pp. 88, 184) is that Suweis cucceeded 
Kulzum as a port to lower Egypt. In the 1lotice of Suweis by M. J. M. Le Pere 
(Descr. de l'Eg., tom. xi. p. l 70) is a passage, of which the translation is,- 

" The town of Sltueis has succeeded to that of Kulzum, of wl}ich the ruins exist 
a little to the north. Under the Ptolemies it bore the name of Atsiny, or Cleo- 
patris; and under tlle Arabs took that of Kulzum, as may be seen in Makrlzy and 
Ben Ayas- and, sillce, that of Suweis. We are ignorant of the etymology of the 
word Suweis. May not the Arabs who have given this 1lame to the present town 
have considered the district of Kuizum as an oasis, a word which they pronounce 
Sou.yeh, aold which Europeans have rendered by Sllweis. Nevertheless, valious 
Arabian authors, and palticularly the geographes 'Abdll-l-llashid al-Bakuy (in 
1412) expressly distillguish Suweis fiom Rulzunl." In a foot-note it is added, 
that " Makrizy, in speaking of the oasis of Ammon, expresses himself thus:- 
" Santaryeh is at the present day a very small district, which is called Sywah, and 
which the Arabs pronounce Sueh :" and that, accord2ng to the learned orientalist 
M. Langlbs (' Yoyage de Hornemann,' tom. iz. p. 343), the etymology of the word 
Sywah is to be sought folr in the Egyptian word vahe, which signifies an iIlhabited 
place in the desert, and which the Greeks have helienized into oclsis. 

According to al-Baku'y (idern, tom. ii. p. 369), Suweis was surnamed al-Hagar, 
or the stony, or rocky; from the aspect of its locaiity. D'Herbelot (Hibl. Orientv 
in v. Sous) states the word to be either Sous or Souis. IIe he is right, and if al-Hagar 
may be taken as a distinguishing appellatie, the name, after all, may be the same 
with that of t-he towns of this name in Khuzistan, M(lrocc(>, Tullis, and other places 
and the diminutive rloun Saweis would then signify "Little Stts." Stephanus (in 
v. 2suaoc, cceelvi., vol. ii.) associates the etymology c,f this word, as the name of the 
antient Sllsa in Khuzistan, with the Greek word aCuaow, a lily, which he states to be 
of Phenician or Phrygian origin; asld Susan, Susan, and Shusan signify a lily in 
Turkish, Arabic, and Hebrew, respectively. 'S'he antient city is likewise supposed 
to have been Ilamed fro-lll the old Persian word Shus, pleasant (Col. Kinneir's 
' Geogr. Memoir of the Pelsian Empire,' p. 100, et seq.). Beyond these vague 
suggestions, I have been unable to find anything illustrative of the orign or of the 
name of the present town of Suweis. 

The inhabitallts of Suweis ha^te a tladition, that in the early aSes of Christianity 
the site of Sllweis was occupieel by some Arabs only, who lived by fishing and 
slIluggling (I)escr. de 1'Ug., t. xi. p. 171).-A. 

NTE. TidczZ Flats, p. 1^-The Gulph of Suweis extends in a N.N.E. direction 
for some distance above the town. There is a considerable variation as to the actual 
limits of the gulph Oll the maps. The latest Inap and that which should be the 
most authentic, namely, that embodying the results of the su1weys of the Red Sea 
executed between 1830 axlu1 1833, tertninates the gulph in a confused line at Suweis 
itself; and the sllpplempntal sheet of the northern harbours exhibits the head of the 
gulph at about 2000 yards, or a nautical n)ile, to the N. of the town. The map 
accompanying the repox t of the engilxeers who examined the Isthmlls in 1847, with 
a view to the re-establishment of a canal, affords IlO celtain view of the head of the 
g}lph. The French plan of the port of Suweis (DescIip. de 1'Eg. E. X, sol. i. 
pl. Il*), which is on a larger and more detailed scale than the otlaers, places the 
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extreme linzit of extraordinarytides at about 10,000 yards or 5 nautical miles 
and of ordinary high tides at 31 nautical miles to the N.N.W. of the town. The 
ruins of Kulzum are about half a mile to the N. of Suweis, on the same or western 
shore of the gulpll; alld a little above these ruins, or about a mile northward of 
Suweis, the gulph is fordable at low-water; and at that state of the tide this route 
iS generally taken by the Arabs and travellers passing tc) tbe opposite shore. At 
other times the route is round the head of the gulph, joining the way from Agerud, 
which passes at about 4 miles to the N. of the town, aIld then by the head of the 
gulph between the lille of ordinary and extraordinary tides, and therefore across 
the flat sands whicll are occasionally overflowed. 

A great geographical question has been raised as to whether the Red Sea did, or 
did not fornlerly, flow up beJ ond its present line of demarcation into the depression 
or basill knossll as the bitter lakes, aIld svhich is separated from the northern e2r- 
tremity of the seua by a barlk about 7 miles wide, rising in no place more than 2* 
feet above the mean high tides, and scarcely at all above the higllest tides. (Societe 
d'Etudes de l'Isthme de Suez Rapport de l'lngetlieur, 1847, p. 48, and Descrip. 
de l'Eg. tom. xviii p. u44.) This basin extends north-westerly about 29 miles (nau- 
tical), with a breadth var) irlg from l to 6 miles and is, inthe deepest part, as much 
as 57 * 86 feet Eng. below the 3evel of high- ater at Suweis according to the French 
levellings of 1799 (Descrip de l'Eg. tom. xi. p. 326, station 119), or 34-71 feet 
;Eng. by those of 1847 (viz. 2?27 +8- 31 inches _ ] 0* 58 metres-Societe d'Etudes 
de ]'lsthme de Suez, Rapport de l'Ingerlieur, 1847, pp. 25 27-8). 

The affirmative of this question is strongly maintained by 1Al. du Bois Ayme 
(L)escrip. de l'Eg. tom. xi. p. 371, alld tom. xviii. p. 341), who is supported by M. 
Le Pere (tom. xi. p. 316 n., and pp. 396, 323) and by D'Anville. M. du Bois Ayme 
bases his view UpOIl the appearance presented by the lakes; the coincidellce between 
the level of their formel water line and that of the Red Sea; and the physical con- 
structioIl of the Isthmus and particularly of the barrier between the lalies and the 
Red Sea (tom. xi. p. 372, alld tom. XYiii. p. 354-61): and upon the historic evidence 
of the elistance of the head of the Red Sea from the Mediterranean and of the posi- 
tion of the towns near it as estimated from the ancient authors (tom. ii. p. 372, tom. 
sviii. p. 3t;2); he even thinks that the sea may have covered these lakes so late as 
the reign of Hadriall, and possibla at the conquest of Eg) pt in 640 A.D. llllder the 

Khalifat of 'Umar but cel tairz1y as late as the time of Herodotus. 
The negative of the same question in all its details is lrlaintained with equal 

force and mol e elaborate arou:llellt by M. Rvziere (tom. vi. pp. 258, 27.S, 275, 285) 
and,after hinl,byMalte-I31un (Geog.Eng.Transl. vol. iv. p.49-57), and by the 
engineeIs who examille(l the Isthmus in 1847 (lwapport, pp. 46-9, 75, a9). These 
authorities hol(l tilat t}lere has been no material ctjarlge in the Isthmus of Suweis 
within the historic perio(l, and that although the lakes may have been filled 
with sea water their now being cut of from the sea is due to a goological disturb- 
ance. The levellings, if correct, eSected i)y the engineers of 1847, ptove the 
Ilorthern barrier of the lakes, 1lear Mllkfar, to be about 5 feet higher than the 
operations of 1799 made them (Ray)port, p. 28), alldt consequently, as much above 
mean high water at Suweis, so that the northel n would be at least as sufficient as 
the southfern barrier, which, as has beell mentioned is not more t}san 27 fect above 
or(linary high tides rRappszrt, p. 48 alld Descrip. de l'Eg. tom. xviii. p. 344), for 
preventing the Row of the sea beJfolld it. A main point vn the neCative side of the 
argumellt, before the reslllts of 1847 ntere kI!OWn, was, that if the Red Sea had ever 
filled the bitter lakes, it would have overflowed the ballier at their northern end 
arld found its OWI1 way to the Mediterranean; but now, consequent upon those 
results, the late engineers lay more stress upon the opinion that the formation of 
both the northern alld southern barrier (the last, be it recollected separatirlg the 
hasin of the lakes from the Red Sea) .lre geologically sinlilar to, and contemporalle- 
ous with the lower tertiary formations which compose the Isthrnus and the flanks of 
the adjoinillg hills (Rapport, p. 47). 

If such really be the case, how came, it may be aslsed, the bitter lakes to acquire 
their present shaped basin ? That they have at some former time been filled by the 
sea all who hase exanlined them appear tobe agreed upon * and, further, that at an 
early epoch they constituted, in the form of a long narlow inlet contracted at its 
mouth, near Suweis, the head of the Red Sea. Now, Oll the latter part of this hy- 
pothesis, it will necessarily follow that the formation ofthe southern harrier, which 
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at plesexlt cuts them of F from the Red Sea, mllst have been subsequent to that of the 
nol thern, and not contemporaneous with it: that argument therefore fails. On the 
former part of the hypothesis, if the Red Sea once joined the Mediterranean, and 
t}e Iakes were formed by a sudden and contenlporaneous upheaving of their northerxs 
and southern barrierst how is it that no simllal trace of a once water covered sur- 
face is found to t}:ze N. or rather N.W. of the present northern barrier ? 

These last considerations show that the asuestion is not determi}ned; ands con- 
si(lering the imp()rtance to commerce of a way across the Isthmus of Suweis-an 
importance scarcely second to that connected with the Isthmus of Panama,-and 
of the 5 arions points in the historical geography of the Isthmus dependent upon a 
right aseertainment of its ancient limits, a oreat service would andoubtedly be 
relldered by some future traveller properly qllalified, devotsnffl himself to a thorough 
exam;IlatioIa of the head of the Gulph of Suweis and its adjacent inland bas;n, 
It does not appear in any of the accollnts consulted in the course of this note, that 
the shells fourld along the ancient water line of the lakes, and about their bottom 
have ever wet been compared with those in the adJacent sea.-A. 

The sarious memoirs in the ' Description de l^Egypte,* bearing upon the com- 
parat;ve geography of the Isthmus of Suez, are, ' Des Antiquites darls l'lsthme de 
Soueys, par M. Des7illiers, tom. r p 135, with texts (>f Greek and tatin anthor$ 
cited, pp. 325 and 381 * 4 I)e la Ge'orrraphie Comparete et de l'Ancien Etat des cotes 
de la Mer Rouge,' par BI. Roziere, tom. vi. p. 251 * ' Sur la Communication (le 1a 
Mer des Ind(s a la Mediterranee par la Mer Roue et l'Isthlne de Souyes, par 
Mr. J. M. Le Pee tom. xi. p. 37 (in which is an lnterestlng llotice of Suweig 
p. IG9; and extracts7 with translations, from various antient and modern authors 
on the subJect of the canal, &c., p. 362) * ' Sur les Anciennes Limites de la Mer 
Rouge,' par M. du BoUs Ayme, tom. xi. p. 3, l, with Appelldix, tom. xvii;. p. 341 
and map, tom. viii. p. 76. M. du Bois Ayme maintains, in opposition to M. Roziere 
that the watels of the Gulf of Suweis extended to the head of the lacustrine basins 
immediately bPyond the present northern limit of the gulf within the historic 
period.-A. 

Islam Jtzrisprtzderlce p. 3Q().-Tlle Islam Code, upon which restsS the whole body of 
Muhammedan legislation prevailing in the Turkish empire and other SunnI states 
has been fouTlded by later doctors upan the statutes of the rites of the four Imams 
Aboo Hanlfe, Male k ibn Ans7 al-ShAfi*yS and Ahmad al- H:anbaly who, though 
dI5eriUg iT1 some points respectillg the modes of extemal worshil), morallty, and 
the cilril and politinal administration, are completely of the same opinion with 
regard to tlle dogmas and all the articles of faithlv 'rhis code is considered as a 
colIection of religious laws all derived from four books, vis. 1, the Koran - 2, the 
Hadtith or SunnI, s. e. oral law or precP4ent- 3 a coIlection of explications and 
decisions of the apostles and principal disciples of the prophet, particularly the four 
first Khallfes; and 4, the Kias or collection of canonical decisions by the Imams' 
interpreters in the first ages of Islamism.-A. 

List of ArabtG Authors and Book3 quoted in the foregoing Paperw 
Aboo-l-Feda.-Isma'lt bi?z Aly Dial sI-Sultan al-Mudhaffclr bira al-S2z1tat al- 

Mcln.soor biw1 aI-Sttlta2t aI Mudhaf4r Takka al-dgn 'Amrso ben SAiKinshah birz 
Ayoo6 ben Shahdy, Lord of Hamah, kIlown as Aboo-l-Feda, was descended from 
the same ancestor as Salah al-dln who was the. son of Ayoob above mentioned 
Aboo-l-Fedw reigned for three years as Sultan or Prinee of Hamah in Syria, after 
his brother, who was deposed in the year 743 of the Higra. Upon assuming his 
governTnent he took the title of MaleAu-l-saliAa (tAse Upright Ki^g). He is said by 
some hlstorlatls to have been bon in the year 672 (1273 A.D.), and to have dsed in 
732 (1331 A.D.), but there is doubt about the preclse period when he lived. He is the 
author of twc) considerable works; the first, entitled Takwtmtb-l-B2lld&n-a Table 
of Couw7tries7 is a geography disposed by tables according to the order ot' the 
climates with the degrees of latitude and longitude: the second is an abridgment 
of universal history to his own timeS and entitled Al lUlElkhtasctrR akAbari-l-bczsharz 
- An Epitome of the History of Mankind. It is from this last work that the- 
excerpta at the end of Pococke, ed. lS06, are taken. 
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AZlmcld al DimasAky.-={hmed bin Yooslff bin Ahmad Aboo-l-'Abb&s, surnamed 

al-DimasAky, wrote a universal history entitled AkAbar al dawal-lshe Histor7y of 
the Chclnges of Fortzl7le (divided into fifty-five sections, with a long preface), which 

was finished in the year 1008 of the Higra (1599 A.D.) 
Alferganus. -The author known to Europeans by this name is Muhamrnad bin 

Kathzl al-Fczrghizaly, called al-Farghany (Alferganus) from his being a native of 

the province of Farghan, on the N.E. of the Oxus. He flourished about the year 

184 A.H. (800 A.D.), and wrote a wolk on astronomy, which has been several times 

printed in Europe; I)ut the most valuable edition of it is that by Golius, w-ith geo- 

graphical notes on all the places mentiolled by the author, published at AInsterdam, 

in small 4to, in 1669. 

lb7z v1 Athlr.-There were two brothers of this name, both authoos of great 

learning and repute. The one quoted by Dr. Wallin I presume to be Aboo-l-Hclsan 
'Al7y ibz Ab-l-karam MllAlammcd t1)7t 'ADdi-l-lXrlm al-SAzeibliw2y, linown as ibrl al- 
Athtz Clt Gazary, from his beillg a native of a place called Gflzzr at ibz ' EJ7zzar, on 

lhe W. bank of the Tigris, in Mesopotamia, and surnamed 'Azu-l-de's2. His greatest 
rork is entitled al-Kiimil, i. e " The Perfect" or " The Universal CHistory]," 

which begins with the creation and extends to the 628th year of the Eligra (1231 

A.D.). He was brn on the 4th of Jomadhy al awal, of the 55.;th year of the Higra 

(May 12th, 1160 A,D.), and died in the month Sha'ban of the year 630 (May, 1233 

A.D. ). The brother's name was Aboo Sa'adczt ctl-Mtttarak ilm Machztmmed at- 
Sheibciny, also known as Ib,l cfl-Athel al GazaC, but surnamed Magdll-i-dtn. 

Ibn Ayas (Aboo 'Abd Alla3.-The name of this writer is Mo.7rammed Di^z Ahnrad 
Din Ayas. He received the surnames of Al-Hanafy and of Al Gelkasy from his 

being of the orthodox sect of Aboo Hanifa and a native of Circassia. His work is 

entided l!^sh. ctl AzAar ft 'Agal/b 1 sl.tclr Smellillg of Islowers it [f:'oilders of 
Cotcstries, and was finished according to tile allthor's own statement, on Friday 

the lOth of the month Sha'bin of tlle 922nd aear of the Higr; (12th September 

1516 A.D.). It comprises a historical and geographical description of various coun- 

tries, including a detailed notice of Egypt; the whole drawvo from Irlore ancient 

annals. 

A1-K. alkashendy.-Abl-l-'Abb&s Ahmed ibn 'Abd Alla ctl Kalkashendy al Wisabe 
died in 821 of the Higra (1418 A.D.). EiiS book quoted by Dr. Wallin is calle(l 

lYihayetu-l-adabfy ma'rGtfeti-l-clnsabi-l-'Arcfb-The end of Lear7lt7lg i72 (t kSlOW- 
ledge of the Genea70gies of the Ara6s. Dr. Wallin, however, gives the title as 

lVihayetu-l-Arubfy ma'rafeti-l-Kobaili-l-'Arczb-The e7ld of tVAIat is necess{ry i71 a 
A710wledge of tAle Arab Tribes. 

Kclmoos.-MuAlanl7ned Ibn Ya'koob IDn AIuhammed al-Sherazy ccl-FiwauXzabady 
the author of this well-known dictionary, called Kamoos and Bahrlc-1-Muhtt-xhe 
Ocea71 (of the Arabic La7l.qlcage), was born 729 A.H. (1328 A.D.) at Karzln in the 

southern part of the province of Fars, and died at Zab?(1, formerlj the capitai of the 

Tehama of Yaman, in 817 (1414 A.D.). He was by birth a Persian, but lived 

mostly at Sanaa, ill Yaman, and finished his dictionary-which is principally 

formed upon an earlier work, in sixty-five volumes, and upon the dictiollary of A1- 

Goohary-at Mekka. 

Wita6 cz1 B?lldsin-Book of Coll)1t7ies. The author of this work is AAlaczd ibn 
Yahia al-Sha'ir (the Poet). It consists of cosmography and history, alld is much 

esteemed. 

Al-;lj7eidsliwly.-Aboo-l-Eczdli Ahmed ibn lfiluAzantmed ctl-Meidaiz77y al-l\5ishaboory 
so called from Meidan, a town in the (listrict of Nishaboor (Nay-Shah-Poor), in 

Khawrasan. He died in the year of the Higra .518 t1124 A.D.). 
MasaliA czl A7vsSr fy Mantalik al Amsar-The TEays of Sight ial Berritorial 

Domiz2ions, is the title of a historical and geographical work by Aboo-l-'Abbas 
<9hehabtc-l-dzal Ahmed ibn lihiaX who was born in the year 7()t), and died in 749 of 

the Higra. There are also other boolss by him. 

MlzAczanmed at Sipahz.-A1-'Abd?l-l-Faktr ilitlhammedu-l-Shahtr bi-ibsl al-Stpahz 
-The Poor Slaue Sllharnmecl kzlotvzl as the SSaz tf the Soldier. died in 980 A.H 
(157') A.D.). His book here quoted is entitled Awdahtl-l- llffiesaltk iia lWla'rufdi-l 
wotcldani wa ctl-MemaliA-Light for tAle h'oad to a kzlow1ec1ge of Tow;lls and 07/n- 

tries, and is merely the geography of Abu-l-Feda reduced to alphabetical order 

with a ferv alteIations and additions. 

Al-San'any.-Aboo Sle'd 'Abd al-Kertm il>, Abz Bakr JffilAczanmed al-Sunza'cil,y 
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ctl-Mcirzoazy, so called from his beiIlg a native of the town of Merwa, in Khorasan 

axld descended from the Arab tribe of Sama'all. IVe is the author of a bools of Ara- 

bian genealogies, in eighty-volumes, entitled A7rsab-Races, which contains all the 

genealogies that he could collect up to 5t;2 of the Higra (1166 A.D.). This book h2s 

been augmented to one hundred volumes by Ibn Athlr (tAz al-din). Al-Sama'any 

was born in 506, and died in 5fi2 A.H. 
Al-nf akidyf-He was called Aboo IVdsim 'Aly ibrl Scisctn ibn Klial(zf, and wrote 

among other srorks a history of the conquests of Syria by the Muslims, ander the 

title of F2ltoohat2l-l->'{lianz; also of Egypt, an(ler that of B2ttoohat2l-l-Misr. His 

works are much esteemed by subsequent writers. He was borll in the year 131 

and died, aged seventy-four lunar years, a Kady of Bagdad, under the KhalAIfe alw 

Maamoon, on the 11th of the month Dhu-l-hagge, in the year 307 of the Higra 

Yakoot?l-l-Harnawy.-Aboo 'Abd Alla Ya oot bin 'Abd Allsi al Hcrmawy, a 
c.itizen of BXAdad, surnamed ShWhable-g-];)n, was born in Asia Minor (Biladu-l- 

Room) in the year 574 or 575 of the Higra (117&-80 A.D.), and: died in 626 

(1228, 29 A.D.). His book, MIe'aganttz-I-BIlidae-What iY ROWSI of CXnttie9-3 

a geographici dictionary alphahetically arranged.-A. 

APPENDIX. 
XXII. Jouralal 0 an Expedition to E.rplos-e the Interior of ffie Middle 

Island of Ne(, 7,ealand. BY Mr. THOMAS BRUXNE1t. (Communicated by 
the Colonial Office.) 

[Read 1 1th March, 1850.] 

To acqltire a better knonTedffle of the ilIterior of the Middle IsIancl, and 

especially of the parts Illore immediately counected with its own district, has 

always been a slllJiect of mtJclj intercst to the Nelson settlemerlt. At a very 

earty period it w as felt that its future importance EflUSt depend upon the amount 

of available land naturally cotlnected with it; and the success which attended 

the first effol ts to enlarge its bollndaries, by which It utas put in communication 

with the V\'airau Valley on one side, and with the Takaka and Massacre Bay 

on the other, led to the hope that sorne opening rnight also be found in the 

rocky barriels which stretches in one great semicircle from Cape Campbell tcF 

Cape Fareuel}, embracing the whoTe of these districts within it, and sending 

oflr from the central and highest part of its range the long mountain ridges 

which diviede them fiom each other. Immediately behind this rocky wall, the 

extensive grassy p]ains of the E. coast were known to comrrlence, whilst the 

same mountain chain was believed to extend, without irlterruption, aIong the 

VV. coast to the solltherrl extremity of the island. Lying among the snowy 

mollntains of thc ventral portion above rnerltioned, about 5Q miles S.E. from 

Nelson, the Rotuiti, or Little Lake, discharged its vaters to the westward- 

and from thc mountains alsove Messrs. Heaphy and Christie had looked down 

ur)on the plains ot Port (Sooper. A larzer lake, the Roturoa, uas reported to 

exist not far flom the Rotuiti by two of the almost extinet tril;)e of the Ran- 

gitani, the fornler possessors of the country * and with one of them for ourguide 

tIessrs. Fox, Heal)hy, and myself, visited it in the beginning of 1846. The 

uatelas of the Roturoa Lake, flowing to the N.W., were found to {olm a con- 

siderable river, the 1i3.watili, or Bllller, eson at their outlet- and being soon 

joined by the river of the Rotuiti, took a great swec) to the south. Instcad 

therefore of following the course of the river, vve pushed across the mountains 

to the westsvard, and aftercrossing tmovalleys, the TiraumeaandTutaki came 

again upon the Buller, about 2() miles from tle lsllie, mhere it runs for alout 6 

miles through a valley called Alatukituki. lIere, sve}led by the addition of 

the rivers 'l'iraumea and Tutaki, and also by the junction of a consi(lerable 
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ctl-Mcirzoazy, so called from his beiIlg a native of the town of Merwa, in Khorasan 

axld descended from the Arab tribe of Sama'all. IVe is the author of a bools of Ara- 

bian genealogies, in eighty-volumes, entitled A7rsab-Races, which contains all the 

genealogies that he could collect up to 5t;2 of the Higra (1166 A.D.). This book h2s 

been augmented to one hundred volumes by Ibn Athlr (tAz al-din). Al-Sama'any 

was born in 506, and died in 5fi2 A.H. 
Al-nf akidyf-He was called Aboo IVdsim 'Aly ibrl Scisctn ibn Klial(zf, and wrote 

among other srorks a history of the conquests of Syria by the Muslims, ander the 

title of F2ltoohat2l-l->'{lianz; also of Egypt, an(ler that of B2ttoohat2l-l-Misr. His 

works are much esteemed by subsequent writers. He was borll in the year 131 

and died, aged seventy-four lunar years, a Kady of Bagdad, under the KhalAIfe alw 

Maamoon, on the 11th of the month Dhu-l-hagge, in the year 307 of the Higra 

Yakoot?l-l-Harnawy.-Aboo 'Abd Alla Ya oot bin 'Abd Allsi al Hcrmawy, a 
c.itizen of BXAdad, surnamed ShWhable-g-];)n, was born in Asia Minor (Biladu-l- 

Room) in the year 574 or 575 of the Higra (117&-80 A.D.), and: died in 626 

(1228, 29 A.D.). His book, MIe'aganttz-I-BIlidae-What iY ROWSI of CXnttie9-3 

a geographici dictionary alphahetically arranged.-A. 

APPENDIX. 
XXII. Jouralal 0 an Expedition to E.rplos-e the Interior of ffie Middle 

Island of Ne(, 7,ealand. BY Mr. THOMAS BRUXNE1t. (Communicated by 
the Colonial Office.) 

[Read 1 1th March, 1850.] 

To acqltire a better knonTedffle of the ilIterior of the Middle IsIancl, and 

especially of the parts Illore immediately counected with its own district, has 

always been a slllJiect of mtJclj intercst to the Nelson settlemerlt. At a very 

earty period it w as felt that its future importance EflUSt depend upon the amount 

of available land naturally cotlnected with it; and the success which attended 

the first effol ts to enlarge its bollndaries, by which It utas put in communication 

with the V\'airau Valley on one side, and with the Takaka and Massacre Bay 

on the other, led to the hope that sorne opening rnight also be found in the 

rocky barriels which stretches in one great semicircle from Cape Campbell tcF 

Cape Fareuel}, embracing the whoTe of these districts within it, and sending 

oflr from the central and highest part of its range the long mountain ridges 

which diviede them fiom each other. Immediately behind this rocky wall, the 

extensive grassy p]ains of the E. coast were known to comrrlence, whilst the 

same mountain chain was believed to extend, without irlterruption, aIong the 

VV. coast to the solltherrl extremity of the island. Lying among the snowy 

mollntains of thc ventral portion above rnerltioned, about 5Q miles S.E. from 

Nelson, the Rotuiti, or Little Lake, discharged its vaters to the westward- 

and from thc mountains alsove Messrs. Heaphy and Christie had looked down 

ur)on the plains ot Port (Sooper. A larzer lake, the Roturoa, uas reported to 

exist not far flom the Rotuiti by two of the almost extinet tril;)e of the Ran- 

gitani, the fornler possessors of the country * and with one of them for ourguide 

tIessrs. Fox, Heal)hy, and myself, visited it in the beginning of 1846. The 

uatelas of the Roturoa Lake, flowing to the N.W., were found to {olm a con- 

siderable river, the 1i3.watili, or Bllller, eson at their outlet- and being soon 

joined by the river of the Rotuiti, took a great swec) to the south. Instcad 

therefore of following the course of the river, vve pushed across the mountains 

to the westsvard, and aftercrossing tmovalleys, the TiraumeaandTutaki came 

again upon the Buller, about 2() miles from tle lsllie, mhere it runs for alout 6 

miles through a valley called Alatukituki. lIere, sve}led by the addition of 

the rivers 'l'iraumea and Tutaki, and also by the junction of a consi(lerable 
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